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RBA Recelves Special Donation

In  July the Richmond
Battlefields Association learned
of a surprising and significant
donation. For many Vears the
excellent folks at the Civil War
Roundtable of Eastern
Pennsylvania have been aggres-
sive supporters of battlefield
preservation, both nationally
and here at Richmond. The fol-
lowing excerpts from their
recent press release tell the tale:

"Long time Civil War Round
Table of Eastern Pennsylvania
member Karl [ehr passed away at
the age of 93 on February 19,
2009, Karl led a
guished life. Born in Allentown,
he was a
:ﬁl‘luh]ﬁnhﬁrg C{!I]egﬂ. j.]"l,.lr'il'lg
World War 11 Karl held the rank
of Technical Sergeant and was a
part of history during three major
invasions. As a member of the
First Signal Detachment on the
USS Ancon, Hagship for the land-
ing at Omaha Beach, he was at
Nﬂrlnﬂnd}’ on ._Jl,lne f]-, ]qqq. HE‘
had also taken part in the earlier
landings at Sicily and Salerno,
Italy in 1943. Karl joined the
Civil War Round Table of Eastern
Pennsylvania about 30 years ago.
HE iinmEl]ii’itE‘!}" beﬁ:ﬂ.lne all ﬂ.lf.'rivE'
member serving on numerous
committees. He was also a held
trip co-chair and submitted items
o our nE“’SlEl‘tEI’. ]{ﬂ.rl WAas gE!‘I-
erous in many ways including his
time and knowledge. He spoke to
our group on the subject of "From
Pea Ridge to Atlanta" and became
part of a Resource Committee of
members who wvolunteered to
speak to outside groups or share
knowledge with those who need-

full and distin-

ed assistance in a quest for infor-
He served on our Board
of Directors and as such helped
Form Preservation and
Restoration Committee in 1983,
Round Table records show Karl's
commitment to historic preserva-
tion thmugh siﬁmed petitinns to

mation.

our

save the Grove Farm at Antietam
and monetary donations to wvari-
ous organizations as threats to our
historic sites became known.

1956 graduate of

www.saverichmondbattlefi

Karl may have left us, but
his legacy of honor, commitment

and gene:‘ositv remains. His
financial iegac_v to the Civil War
Round Table of lLaarex n
Pennsyh ania 1s the ama
amount of $123 955.31!
Board of Directors ang
Preservation and Restortis
Commuittee, led IJ:.? Jack M
further the

determined to l‘lnnur‘ Ka
preser-.'arlcm. e
have added to Karl's legau- boree)

total of $128,000.

That ITHO TR

lechmond s battlef'e(lu&

will be distributed |:r1i, the Round
Table in Karl's name to the follow-
ing organizations:

--Central Virg'mia Battlefield
Trust $53,D[}ﬂ to heip save 93
acres on the Wilderness
Battletield.
--RichmondBattlefields
Association $53,000.

--Civil War Preservation Trust
$22,000 to help save 10 acres at
Manassas.

These three organizations have
a proven track record in success-
ful historic preservation as well as
the efficient use of donations. In
many cases l'}li.'}-' have entered into
They are
not competitors, but kindred souls
serving a common cause. One
result of their success is the ab”ity
to obtain matching grants. We
can think of no better way to
remember and honor Karl Lehr
than to preserve and protect the
historic legacy of our nation for
future generations.

The Civil War Round Table of
FEastern Pennsylvania, Inc.
non-profit organization formed in
1978 dedicated to serving the
broad

coope rative agreements.
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Virginia's Early Battlefield Markers

“""irgin;ﬂ. rﬂ&d'ﬁ impmvl:d F{JI‘
automobile touring....Richmond
a cenire of good roads to many
PIB.CEH of great historic inter-
est....with the improvement of
Virginia roads, Richmond is des-
tined to become an {mpurtant
tourist gateway between the
North and the South."
New York Times, 10/15/1915

Virginia's Civil War bat-
tIEHEIdS WWere desﬁned to hEL‘DInE
a major attraction for the growing
automobile touring movement
tl-.l'dn]{.'ﬁ to rhﬂ E‘{'}.GTTS GFH grﬂup O{"
civic-minded citizens following

'orld War One. It was about
this time that two

tow truck.

]I‘l ;.\'IHF{.'I.-I: lqﬂd. -ﬂ.FtE'r arn
appeal by  Ireeman, the
Richmond Rotary Club enthusi-
astil'ﬂ."j.-r ﬂ{lﬂpted a F-i'dn to il‘JEl‘ll‘i-
bv and mark these historic sites
and appointed a committee to
oVverseeg t I-.l.E F rﬂj ect. T I'l.-EJ-"
straightaway collected $2,000
from the members. In April the
E'I:Fﬂrt Was El‘ll::u‘ge{.{ ]:‘.1.: il‘ll.‘DrFDI‘a-
tion of the Battlefield Markers
Association, whose purpose was
to Ili".]Ent‘ll’;‘;—' FDintS DI' inl‘EFESt on
various battlehields of Virginia
and to place thereon suitable
markers.," The board of trustees
consisted of representatives from

(4' x 3") which rests on a granite
base approximately 4 feet igh.
Emplovees of the Richmond Stove
Works donated their time to man-
ufacture the cast iron plates. The
|*:.L'.onmn:,f Concrete C{}lnpan}f pro-
vided the capstones, and Boscobel
Quarries donated the rough gran-
ite. The association spent count-
less hours researching locations,
negotiating with landowners, veri-
byving names and dates, and super-
vising erection of the markers.
"MNot a
single person has failed to give
permission for the erection of a
marker on their land, and not a
person

F'!.u.:::r_‘nr'ding to Johnston,

has  charged  the

Richmond Rotary
Club members,
Douglas  Southall
Freeman and .J.
Ambler Johnston,
hegﬂ.n I'Egular
Sunday outings to
"tramp around the
hields" ot
Richmond's  Civil

“-’.&r bi’.ﬂ.’f legm (NED] LIS .

Johnston agreed to
IFreeman
'“-"hiir ].-IE l{ﬂE‘V ﬂhﬂur
the 1864 battle-
grounds and
]:rﬂemﬂn in turn

show

would share his
knowledge of the 1862 action.
Subsequently, Freeman and
Johnston persuaded their ftellow
Rotarians to explore the area bat-
tlegrounds. Enlisting the aid of
dozens of Confederate veterans
from the Soldiers' Home, a cara-
van of twenty-one automobiles set
out for Hanover and Henrico
Counties on [Labor Day 192].
Some of the roads were impassa-
ble and as Johnston described it
on a previous trip "from
Mechanicsville to Ellerson's Mill
there was a mudhole about 250
feet long in the road so deep that
a detour into a feld had to be
made around it, and someone had
put up a pole in the mudhole with
a sign r\eading "No fishin aloud.™
The group wisely brought along a

A very early view of the bistoric Watt House al Gaines s Mill, looking weat. A
newly placed Freeman marker (o viothle on the right.

the City of Richmond, Hanover
and Henrico Counties, memorial
SU‘L‘IiE‘tiE’E. CD”FE[]EratE veterans
groups, merchants associations,
professional groups, and other
ﬂ.'ll\'iL'. ﬂ!'gﬂnizﬁtllﬂnﬂr I-].1].-|E GFFIL'E'I'S
were all Rotamans, including the
president, E. Tucker Harrison.
The Rutar}r Club raised $5.
for the endeavor and
Richmond City Council praggf
Al dddltlﬂndl $J.ﬂﬂﬂ.
Over the next thregg8ar
the association erected 5
side markers in the Rigl
area. The markers, designt
read from an automobile,
DI: cast irﬂn ;nslfr;Ptllﬂn CoroALs
(2'3" x 3'3") with 2" headings {8
1" text. The iron plate is set at"an
ﬂngle on a |.‘.-11‘EE concrete L'ﬂF‘Sm“E

ghic

Association a dol-
lar for any services
rendered.” The
association  did,
however, pay
truckers to haul
the stone and
stonemasons  to
construct the
bases.
wrote most of the

Freeman

marker text as
later recounted bl'!.r
Johnston:

"Doug
furmished the
brains, the rest of
us did the foot
work." Markers
were placed for
the Seven Pines
Battlefield, Seven Days Battles,
Stuart's Ride Around McClellan,
Cold Harbor Campaign, Drewry's
Blutf, Chattin's Bluff, and the
Del‘euslxe Fortifications encir-

c In-.g These "Freeman

I -
?Eﬂfﬁe’\@\tiﬂ;nd
deﬂp |t would bR

a protounc Heat on teeli
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assumed that the President polite-
lv dechned.
November 6, 1925, a ceremony
was held at the Walnut Grove
Baptist Church in
County for the "Dedication of
Markers Commemorating the
Seven Days' Campaign of 1862."

Nonetheless, on

H ANOVEr

The invocation was given by 87-
year old Rev. Giles B. Cooke, a
tormer major on General lee's
staff. Both E. Tucker Harrison
and Douglas S. Freeman spoke.
Dr. John F. Bright, Mayor of
Richmond, presented the markers
to Virginia Governor E. Lee
IJ.‘]"'i.ﬂ]{.I'E. ".'-"I'llﬂ i]‘l turn gave t'ustml_\"
of them to Hanover and Henrico
Counties. Robert I5. Lee's grand-
son, Dr. George Bolling lLee,

Battlefield
Markers on
the Web

It is now possible to wvisit
the historical markers described
in the accompanying article from
the comfort of home. The author
website on the

Battlebield

Markers Association markers at

maintaing  a

Rit’l’]ll’lﬂnd area

http://tfreemanmarkers.home.com-
cast.net/~freemanmarkers/index.h
tml {or iust EDDEIE "Freeman
Markers"). The Western Division
markers can be found on The
Marker Database

website at

The HMdb is a

sean‘.l'mbie. illustrated online cata-

Historical
(HMdb)

XUW.‘;’\.'.’.IIIIHJ]'_) .CI'I"__L}

|Dg n;_'untaining thousands of phuw
h:ngrﬂpl‘ls. transrripﬁcns, marker
locations, maps, commentaries,
and links to more information. It
can be filtered hy state, county,
zip code, historical period, or
some sixty other categories, as
well as by keywords. This site
also features wvirtual battlefield
tours by marker. With over
27,000 entries (7,500 related to
the Civil War), you're sure to find
something of interest.

unveiled the marker commemo-
rﬁtil‘lg tl-l.E' |nEEt"!nE ﬂ{: ]I_fE ﬂnd
Jackson at Walnut Grove Church
on June 27, 1862.

‘ILhE SUCCEsSsE ﬂil tl-lf_"
Richmond association inspired
others in the state to organize. In
SEptEInber ﬂ-l‘l ]quj, thE Bﬁttleﬁe]d
Markers Association {(Western
Division) was formed by C.B.
Izinnﬂ}-' ﬂ!’l Chﬂrlﬂttesvi]le -ﬂ.l‘ld
R.M. Colvin of Harrisonburg. Its
purpose was "to raise funds for
thE purﬂ'hﬂﬁe D{: hrﬂnze tﬂhletﬂ
with appropriate historic inscrip-
tions, to be placed on the bases
E‘rE'l'tE{] h"‘»' thE ijﬂughtem DI.'I T].-IE'
Confederacy, DLAR., and
Memorial Association on the prin-
cipal battlefields of Virginia."
With Hollis Rinehart as president,
they erected 25 markers from Bull
Rl.ll-l T Appﬂmatﬁ‘cx iirld thrﬂugh'
out the Shenandoah Valley.
These markers, though similar in
design o thfﬁ'}e i]‘l }‘{i{'hl“ﬂn{l. anre
slightly larger and consist of
heavy bronze tablets atop white
grﬂnitﬂ I.-JICH.'I{ I.-.lr'.lSES. ‘ILI-.[E' tﬂpﬂ DF
these monuments also incline
toward the reader. On the 64th
ﬂnﬂi"ersﬂr}? nF TI'IE' Bﬂ.trlﬂ ﬂl'l
Chancellorsville  (05/03/1927),
Douglas S. Freeman was the
ke}'nﬂte SPE‘HI{E‘F at t].-le liE{liL‘ﬂtiﬂn
of Five such markers:
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Sﬂiﬂ'm C-].-",lr{_'h. Ea'rililernes.ﬁ-. ﬂnd
Spotsylvania. The 2,000 specta-
tors "enjoyed ham, chicken, and
pies supplied by the ladies of
Spotsylvania County” while being
regaled by the musical offerings of
t].-le Stnl‘leu‘a“ B!‘igﬁde nﬂ.nd ‘dmi el
children's choral group.

Back in Richmond, the
missinn Ilr'D' ﬂl'{lu;rﬂ' hiSrDT'iL‘ SitE‘S
for preservation and restoration”
began in earnest with the 1927
pl.'lrfhﬂSE DF 1“0” Hﬂrﬁsﬂn at ]-.I'
lic auction for $18,000. The eS8
to preserve Civil War g
ﬂ{_]‘rﬂnlfed lﬁ'ith tl-.lE' L'rf"_ﬂ.riﬂn [
Richmond  Battlefield
Corporation, a "non-profi
Zﬂtiﬂn o P]—ESE‘I_\'E ﬂnd

F r]. 1!1. Cuirrlngtﬂn. thE"ﬁ.'
funds to purchase land and resg
rected an earlier idea to confet
t].'lESE' Site.s- \Vith i batr].eﬁﬂl{]. rﬂ.i'.‘ll_l.

Q/G Sam Craghead
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Hanover, Henrico and
Chesterfield Counties donated
t].-lEiT' l"}?q :.{rlnl.:l.':ll P[’GL‘EEL!S {'}'Dm da
gasoline tax toward construction
of a battlefield route.

In 1932, the Richmond
Battleheld Parks Corporation
donated their acquired 720 acres
DF Iﬂnd o tl-.lE' Cﬂlnmﬂn\veﬂ.lth EIF
Virginia to establish the hrst state
park - Richmond Battletield State
:E'}'d.r]{. I-].“].-lE' Ff:'"f.'l"r’ing }I-:-.':.-II‘. tl‘iE‘
Highway Department designated
the battlefield tour route, State
Route 156 (still in use m-f_{a}f]l. On
July 14, 1944, the accomplish-
ments of these pioneering battle-
FlE'I'L] PrESET\'::ItiDrIiEtS t‘ullninﬂ.ted
in the establishment of the
Richmond National Battlefield
:E'}'d.r]{.

What of those early battle-
field markers? One of the Seven
:E'}i“E'S mﬂ.rl{EfS Was JEEH‘D}-'EL{ L{uI‘-
ing construction of the Richmond
Army Air Base during WWIL It
Was ].ﬂ.tEr rEFlﬂL‘.E{l. I:l‘nl.‘}? T F-u'.‘l.].]. "iﬁ."'
tim to wvandalism and theft

| tcbmund §

FROMT LINE

is published for the RBA mem-
bership at P.O. Box 13945,
Richmond, VA 23295, The web
address is: www.saverichmond-
battlefields.org. The RBA is
chartered az a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. All contri-
butions are tax deductible. A
ﬁnanr.ia] stalement is aVailal:]E.
upon request, from the Virginia

Hice of Consumer Alfairs.
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Virginia's Battlefield Markers (Contd.)

decades later. A 1956 report by
the Richmond Civil War Round
Table states that two damaged
markers were replaced by City of
Richmond and publicly unveiled.
Elsewhere, the Chancellorsville
plate was stolen in the 1970s, and
as 2006 the Port
Republic marker was destrayed

as re L'EIITI}-"

by a tractor trailer. Several of the
markers have been moved from
their original locations due to road
projects and development.
Winston Churchill, a keen
student of American history, spent
most of October 1929 tuuring
Virginia's Civil War battlefields.
He later wrote of the Richmond
area battlefields, "It was with deep

interest that I followed these
|nEmﬂrﬂh|E ﬂperﬂ.tiﬂn.ﬂ. Nﬂ one
can understand what happened
merely through reading books
.i'.‘ll‘l(_] Stl,ld_‘y'ing |nﬂr}ﬁ. YDU Mmust see
the ground; you must cover the
distances in person; yvou must
measure the ]_Il\'El'S. 'd.nd 5ee Ui.-'hu.r
the swamps were really like."
When the Battlefield
hlﬂ.]—lierﬂ J‘!L.Sﬂﬂ{'llﬂtinn (]EL“{_‘IH‘EL!
the roadside marker at Walnut
Grove Church in 1929, they could
IifTiE I.-IL'!.VE' 'Illnﬂgllnf_"d thf_" Subul'bﬁl—l
scene today. The once quiet
crossroads, where Generals Hill,
|]ﬂt'1(ﬂnl-l. ﬂ.nd I.EE‘ met to p]'d.n T].'IE'
attack at Gaines' Mill, now sees
more than 11,000 cars each day.

The work of those early 20th cen-
rul}' Pl'Eﬂ.Er"ﬂtiﬂniStS i.‘DntinLIES
through the efforts of the
Richmond Battlefields
J'sl.Sﬂﬂl'iﬂriDn. Ilhhﬂ.nlfﬂ to rhE gIEI'l-
erosity and dedication of the
members, future generations will
HIEO one l]-i']._\' "EEE TI-lE' gmun(l" 'dl'l[i
"cover the distance in person"
when studying our great national
Struggle.

[Thanks to Bernard .J. Fisher, of
tl'lE RHA I:J(]a['d., ﬁlr rESEﬂﬂ:hing
and writing this piece. He is a
past president of the Richmond
Civil War Roundtable, and is a
Contributing Editor to The
Historical Marker Database].

iy
r‘.?ﬁ,ﬁ
Yﬁaa [ WAN'

Name

Address

City

Daytime: Phone

Type of Membership:
J $1000 Benefactor J $500 Patron

3 Additional Contribution: €

'O HELP PRESERVE OUR NATION’S HERITAGE

State

E-miail Address

< $250 Sustaining Member

J $100 Active Member

,» PLEASE SIGN ME UP,

(Please pring)

Lip

o $35 Annual Member

Please retum completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Association
Mail completed form to: Richmond Battlefields Association P.O. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225

Contributions may be deductable as provided in 26 USC Sec. 170.

C/Puchmond
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Richmeond Battlelields Association
P.O. Box 13945
Richmond, VA 23225
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ADDS NO




