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Meeting/Tour at Cold Harbor

[t1s time ag.u.in tor our annual
gathering, which traditionally
mixes a local battlefield tour with
a business meeting and some
sociahzing among preservation-
minded ftolks.

this _],.reur's memhership meeting 18

Please note that

of Mechanicsville and less than
two miles oft the Creighton Road
exit of Interstate 295. There is
abundant parking on a grassy
hield at the wvisitor center. Our

tour will be led by one of the

iz . -
nation's foremost authonties on

Park Service and i1s based in
Washington. He has mapped and
studied the Cold Harbor
entrenchments with great care.
David's credentials include pub-
lished articles in North and South

mugazine and in the Civd War

one week later
than customary.
On  Saturday,
June 19, we
will gather at
the Cold
Harbor battle-
field tor an in-
depth tour of
the tortibica-
tions on the

National Park
property, as
well as the hrst-
ever tour of the
11 acres saved
by the RBA 1n
2009,

The day wall
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Battlefield  Gaide.
He also is the
author of Cad
War Sidea in the
Shenandoab Valley
af Virginia,
Bentonville
Battlefield
Revorrces, and Ciodd
War i tbe Loudoun
Falley, all of which
are National Park
Service resource
studies. Most
recently, Dawid
has  edited tor
publication  the
tabulous journals

of Theodore

heg‘in at 9:00
a.m. at the Cold
Harbor Visitor
Center, part of Richmond
National Battlehield Park. The
building 1s located on Route 156

sc:uth, about hve miles southeast
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entrenchments at the Cold Harbor battlefiels.

the subject of Civil War tortibica-
tions, David Lowe. Dawvid s a
military historian and geographic

systems speciu]ist tor the National

sbows both the volume and complexity of

Lyman, the obser-
vant oftbhcer on
George Meade's
statt during the second half of the
Civil War, under the title: Afeade's

Annual Meeting & Tour

Saturday, June 19, 2010
9:00 AM
Starts at the Cold Harbor Visitor Center
Ends at the RBA Cold Harbor property

Win a Civil
War Tour

See details on the
back page.
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Sﬁldier Letters From Cold Harbor

A pair of soldier letters on Cold
Harbor help set the mood for
June's tour. Both discuss the
role of entrenchments in the bat-
tle. The first missive comes
from a thﬁng man in the 9th
New York 'Heavy ﬁrtillery. He
and thousands of other heavy
artillerists found themselves in
terrible circumstances at Cold
Harbor, serving as infantry. The
events described in this letter
occurred on June 1, 1864, on
ground we will see at our
tourfannual meeting on June 19,
Profuse thanks to
Buttacavoli for sharing this doc-
ument from his collection.

DE‘]’I]’Ii 5

In the Field near Cool Harbor
Su ndu_}-' June Hth 1864

Dear parents,
This 1s the hrst opportumty | have
had to write in a |nng while. I will
give you the details as near as |
can. we marched from bell plains
to Fredencksburg & trom there to
the north anna. we have marched
one night all night thrnugh mud
knee deep & it was so dark that |
could not tell my many on either
side except by his voice & several
men in the Regt lay down & died
by the road side but our boys
stood 1t well. last Wednesday
morning we broke camp at 4
o'clock & marched 15 miles with
out resting & then stnped about
an hour. then we wer[e] drawn
up in line of battle & advanced
towards the enemy. the shells
flew thick & ftast there was two
lines of battle in tront of us. we
lu}-’ on our faces until the order
came to advance & then we up &
went on double quick through a
perrect shower of rebel bullets.
the Rebs Hed betore us like a flock
of sheep. We advanced about a
mile & drove them out of their
rifle pits. we Fnught them from 4
o'clock until 10, 6 hours steady
I'ighting. our cuptuin was struck
& wounded in the start, there has
been 17 wounded & two killed in
Lieut.

wounded, H. Loveless was killed

our Cn. GI‘EE I'I“’ﬂﬂd

instantly the hrst night & now

comes the saddest part Billy
Wooster was struck Friday while
WEe were |}ring on our faces &
never knew anything atterwards.
he was carried to the rear where
he died in a tew hours the ball
passed through the back part of
his head....l followed our Col.
over the front line of the Rebs
breast works & as 1 & the Col
mounted the breast works | saw a
reb leaving & | drew up & killed
him instantly, 1 went on a few
rods with a few of our bn_}rs & cap-
tured a dozen Rebs that were n
holes dug in the ground, they
threw down there guns & swung
there hats & wanted to shake
hands with us. they were taken to
the rear & we fell back a few rods
into the woods, it now heing dark
we fought behind breast works in
the dark & a great many of our
hn_}f.s had their clothes & accouter-
ments riddled with bullets. | had
my haversack shot DI'[I] [ didn't
like that much cutting nr[f] my
suppﬁes & not knnwing when it
was done....Genl. Grant has torti-
fied he_}fnnd descriptinn. there 1s 7
or 8 hines of rifle pits & they are all
tull of troops & reinforcements
coming all the time....Wnite often
tor | like to get letters but cant

write VEery often....

J. H. Thatcher
MN.B. tell the Wooster tolks that
Billy's remains are buried near the

Hospital.

The second example comes from
an unnamed Confederate
artillerist mwing in Nianlyra
Battery. This North Carolinian
wrote on June ﬁ, 136—1, to one of
the Rﬂleigl‘l NeEWspapers, giving
an upd.ate on the battet':,«menar
experiences at Cold Harbor.
The guns of this company sat
Dppmite the RBA property at
Cold Harbor.

Our buttery has been enguged for
tour days and nights without sleep
or rest of any kind. The weight of
the Yankees' most stupendnus
ettorts have been directed in our

immediate front. QOur guns hawve

been hring nearly all of each day,
and late in the night. As soon as
the ﬁring slackens, we have to
throw dirt and replace the parts of
our works knocked down during
the day. We fire double charges of
camster...shrapnel and shell. Qur
birst piece, the Nupn|Enn. the
Yankees shot the wheels oft as tast
as we could rE|'.i|.=1L'e them b_],.r tak-
ing those trom the caissons and
limbers, but late in the du_}r thE_],.r
shot the trail in two and knocked a
large piece of the muzzle off. We
have sent to Richmond for a new
gun. Our other guns are still hir-
ing, u]thnugh near|_}-' all the bolts
about the gZuns were shot away
and scarcely a spoke remains that
has not two or three Minnie balls
through them. The Yankee sharp-
shooters are within 125 yards of
our guns....I[tf Mr. Grant ever
takes Richmnnd. he must make a
decided improvement on his style
of ﬁghting. His sharp-shnnte rs do
much more execution than all his
'churges.' His shurp-shnnters can
strike any thing trom the size of a
quarter dollar, up to a man. Some
of our boys put a tin cup on the
breastworks _}resterda_}r, and in less
than a minute the_],.r put three holes
through 1it....

Suggested Tour
Reading List

Given the subject of this year's
tour, purﬁcipunts might wish to
read Earl Hess's book Trench
Warfare under Grant e3 Lee (Chapel
Hill: UNC Press, 2007), much of
which i1z devoted to Cold Harbor
His book includes diagrams of
some of the Cold Harbor tfortibica-
tions, and he calls the earthworks
on the national purk "the most sin-
gular set of Civil War tieldworks
we have." This is the second vol-
ume in a trilogy addressing the
suhject ot held entrenchments in
Virgima. The third volume, focus-
ing on Petersburg, also is in print.
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Meeting/Tour at Cold Harbor

excellent resources owned and

preserved by our organization,

Army:  The Private Notebooks of Lt.
Col. Theodore Lyman.

The tour of the National Park

Service property will be on oot (a

iru_‘|uding some unusual entrench-
ments. That part of the tour has
no trail and will involve wa]king

thrnugh the woods. As .'ﬂwu_}rs. be

Cold Harbor
Visitor Center

\_ -l
perty
. 4?-' arbor National Cemetery
ol
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walk of about two miles, primarily
on dirt trui]s}. We will see exam-
p]es of lqﬁ-year-nld Union and
Contederate field EI‘ltrEI'lL‘I'lITIEI'ItS..
including some built h_}r one side
and used b_}r the other. Aftterward
we will drve a short mile to the

RBA acreamre just to the northeast,

prepare-r] to take NECessary pre-
cautions to ward off ticks, L‘hig-
gers, and other nibh]ingureatures.
Don't miss the opportu nil}r to see
what we all he]ped save!

The du_],.-' will conclude with a
short members hip meeting on our

pProperty. Water an(] snacks wall

on Beulah Church Rc:ar], Route
#0633. The REBA will have road-

side signs pninting the way to the

be on hand, but hring p]ent}r of
RBA tours

in the past have been on hlazing

your own water, too.
second part of the tour. A short hot r]a_}rs. The tour and meeting

walk there wall show EVeryone the are Expected to conclude at about

RBA House at Cold Harbor

Ower the winter an accidental hre {hstrn_}-'ed the small house on the RBA's
property at the Cold Harbor battletield. The httle house stood on the
western side of Beulah Church Road, nppnsite the church itsew, and was
not in any sense an historic structure. In fact, it stood squarely in the mid-
dle of the route used h}f the Unmion assault column on June 1, 1864,
Demolition crews removed the remnants of the building and today that
pnrtinn of the battletield under RBA control looks more like it did 1n 1864
than at any time in recent memory. A portion of the forthcoming annual
meeting will be at this site, just east of the RBA-owned Union entrench-

ments.

noon. The morning's events are
free to everyone, mcluding non-

RBA

p]a{_'e regardless of the weather.

ITIEITI['.IEFS. ﬂ.ﬂd “’i” take

o
i published for the RBA mem-
bership at PO, Box 13945,
Richmond, VA 23225, The web
address is: www.saverichmond-
battlefields.org. The RBA is
chartered as a 501{c)(3) non-
proht organization. All contri-
butions are tax deductible, A
financial statement is available,

upon request, from the Virginia
Office of Consumer Alfairs.
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The Richmond Banlefields
Association Board of Directors

Julie A Krck
Prevdent
Sam Craghead
Fice Presclent
John Weigly
Treasiarer
Patricia Walemsta
Secrelary
Ben Brockenbrouzh
Bernard Fisher
Claude Foster
Robert K. Knck
Shep Parsons
Susan Weizly
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Win a Civil War Tour with Dr. Sommers

Thanks to the generosity and
thnughtfuhess of Bruce 1"h."'Erlter,
co-proprietor of Stars & Stripes
Events, the RBA 1s nffering T e -
bers the Dppnrtunil}r to win a free
seat on an unusual tour:
"Richmond Redeemed: Grant's
‘itth Offensive dunng the Siege
of Petersburg,” led by Dr.
Richard J. Sommers.

Dir. Sommersis tamihiar to most
as the author of the classic study
Mthough he
kind]_}r led a wa]king tour of the
Fort Harmnison battlebield for the
RBA afew years ago, he does not

of that cam puign.

often conduct such elaborate out-
ings. Thiz= one iz based in
Richmond and runs from the

Evening of Octnher 7 thrnugh

Name

Address

City

Daytime Phane

Type of Membership:
2 $1000 Benefactor 1 $500 Patron

L1 Additional Contribution: ©

October 10, 2010.
Stripes hn.s dnnuted a4 seat on the

Stars and

tour bus to the raftle winner (a
$425 value) with lunches includ-
ed; the winner must be respnnsi-
ble tor lodging. The tour will visit
all of the ke_}r sites associated with
Grant’s September-October 1864
operations around Richmond and
Petershu rg, in{:]uding Fort
Harnson, the Squirrel Level Road
battlehield, and some of the torts
southwest of Petershurg. For
extensive details and a tour itiner-
ary, see the company's website at:

stnmandstripesmrents.cum

THE RULES:
this rattle 1s to raise money tor the
RBA, of course. Use the form

| WANT TO HELP PRESERVE OUR NATION’S HERITAGE.

State

E-manl Address

< $250 Sustaining Member

The purpose of

o $100 Active Membser

printed below to enter. Please
“for the I'ﬂfﬂe," and

provide either a telephone number

mark 1t as

or valid e-mail address to allow us
to nntil?}r you pmmpﬂy if you are
the winner. Raftle entries will not
quu]if}r A% memhership dues.
Every $]ﬂ will count as one raffle
ticket. Send $50, tor example,
and we will make 5 rattle tickets
with YOur name on them. The
entries will be assembled with
care, Ihirl_}r shutfled, and a win-
ners name drawn at the annual
Rattle
money must be recerved at the
RBA post ofthice box no later than
June 16 in order to quality. The

winner nEEd not be present at the

meeting on June 19.

annual meeting to win.

PLEASE S5IGN ME UP.

(Please primt)

Zp

J $35 Annual Member

Please return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Association

Mail completed form to: Richmond Battlefields Association P.O. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
Contributions may be deductable as provided in 26 USC Sec. 170.

/& /3!?1{”?() Richmond Battlefields Association Place
PO. Box 13945 Stamp
ﬂ alllefielos Richmond, VA 23225 Here




