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West Point During The War

[}uring the Civil War the hittle
vi"uge of West Point, ‘ﬁrginiu.
had greater sigmbicance than its

railroad ran east from the

Contederate capitu| cit}f. ACTOSS

the Chickahnmin_}f River. over the

tracks from White House to West
Pomntin 1861; the start of the Civil

War must have prevented the

size might sug-
gest. West
Point 1s in King
Wilham County,
35 miles due
east of down-
town Richmond.
Located at the
tip of a peninsu-
la  where the
Mattapom and

Pamunkey

FVers come

tngethe r to
become the
York, the town
offered any

occupying mili-

e H L ez

completion of
that segment of
the railroad.
But the hine had
been graded and
was about ready
for use.

When George
McClellan
wheeled his
army into pnsi-
tion east of
Richmond n
May 1862, he
had the option of
using West
Point as his pri-

York River

mary point of

tary torce the
opportunity  to
interdict nava
trathc on those waterways. The
presence of the Richmond and

York River Railroad made West

Point even more interesting. That

vection w between B radroad and Bbe river.

Pamunkey River at White House
L.'.mding. and then down a modest
peninsula to its terminus at West
Point. Apparently there were no

West Point Fort Preserved!

map for historical background.

through donation is costly.

Atter more than a year of labor, the RBA ﬁn.u"y has taken title
to a small piece of land at West Point. Unfortunately the property is
nn|:.f one-halt of an acre, on a blutt above the Pu.rnunlcey River. The site
1s attractive {and worth presen’ing} because of the remnants of a Union
tort constructed there in 1863. We now control most ot the fort, includ-

ing a well-dehined urti"er_}* pnsitinn. See the uccnmpun_}ring article and

A Friend]_}r and ihr-siéﬂ'lted landowner donated this grﬂund to the
RBA. Although the purchase price was free, acquinng land even
In this case, we incurred considerable
EXpEnse thrnugh su n’e_}fing. title work, and all of the accumulated small

charges that accompany the acquisition of any property.

Ther wartime map sbows the Union-budt entrencbments at West Point. The RBA conncetion

etween the

navy, his supply
ships, the railroad, and his army.
But once he determined that
White House Landing could han-
dle the logistics load, he elected to
establish his base there and save
about ten miles. MNonetheless the
wharves at West Point oltered a
cnmfnrting hﬂﬂk&tnp. reud_].r tor
employment should White House
talter.

M.un}f histornes take notice of
the Battle of West Point, which is
an alternate and inaccurate name
tor the Battle of Brickhouse Point,
or Eltham's Landing (May 7,
1862). Some huture 1ssue of “On
Richmond's Front Lines” wall
address that hattle, which
occurred just inland from the
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York River, southwest of West
Foint.

A]thnugh the area had been
settled for centuries, the town of
West Point only dates from the
1850's, 1ts history mmextricably
connected to the advent of the
railroad. A Vermont soldier who
sailed past it 1n 1862 wrote of 1t as
"a vi"age of about twenty houses."
The Contederates had been oper-
ating some sort of a hnspitu| there
in the spring of 1862--the particu-
lars of which are unknown--but
were forced to abandon every-
thingthere in the first part of Mu}r
when the Army of the Potomac

&L rrive d .

The following year West Point
again reached prominence as
Union forces came up the pemn-
sula to threaten Richmond from
the east while the primary armies
toiled elsewhere. A prehminary
skirmish occurred on April 16,
1863, when a pair of companies
from the 46th Virgima Infantry
{of General Henry A, Wise's
brigade) grappled with two
Union gunhnuts patrc:"ing in the
vicinity. ‘The Virginians evened
the odds by using two Blakely
cannon. The encounter probably
excited the purticip.unts and the
locals, but it produced no measur-
able results.

G"‘nbﬂ three weeks |:1ter, on

May 7, 1863, West Point saw a

more substantial Episnde.
Thousands of Union soldiers dhs-
embarked from transports and
occupied the wvillage. The men
belonged to the command of
General John A. Dix and his
mnstructions called for the destruc-
tion of crops and supplies in that
part of Virginia. This occurred at
one of the busiest times of the war
in Virginia. Stoneman's recent
cavalry raid north of Richmond
wuned. the numhing battle at
Chancellorswille had just ended,
and James Longstreet's men
threatened Suffolk off to the
south.

Immed iute|_}-' atter landi ng, and

Preservation Tales

The RBA has two or three
very steady supporters in the
MNorth
America. One of them, known
only halt-jokingly at RBA head-
quarters as "the |Eading Civil War
preservationist  in

northe rommost part of

Canada,"
recenﬂ_}r wrote 1In uslcing tor "more
about how you locate the proper-
ties 1.e. how you put together
these historic sites with the prop-
erty coming on the market, the
negntiatinns ete. 1'd appreciate a
short article in the newsletter."

There are hundreds of
prnperties on the battlefields
around Richmond. The RBA
usun]]_}r looks bor p|aces that have
a certain formula. The land needs
to be signiticant, of course, and 1t
should retain Ennugh integﬁt}r to
be worth preserving. Places like
Gett}rshurg. Shiloh, and
Chif:km‘nnuga own most of their
key ground already and can focus
on ﬁ"ing in hittle gaps, no matter
the circumstances. But around
Richmond there is so much
unpreserved that u]]ncuﬁng pre-
clous resources on marginal prop-
erties seems unwise.

Another mandatory factor
with potenﬁa] RBA presen'aticm
prnjects 15 the size of the pProperty.
We do our best to cultivate posi-
tive re|:1tic:ns|1ips with any triend-
Iy landowner, but in truth some

parcels are simply too large for
this organization to buy. A con-
sistenﬂ_}f I‘riendl_}-' coordination
between the RBA and the Ciwil
War Preservation Trust helps
ensure that it the RBA hinds any
promising multi-million dollar
opportumties, the CWPT usually
will be read_],-' to step in.

Every successtul preserva-
tion prnject in our I'I'iStDr__‘!,F has
been substantially ditferent than
the others.
part of the decmle, the RBA iden-

tified medium-sized tracts of bat-

Back in the earhest

tlehield land that were impnrtant.
but did not yet have any houses
We then sent out

Exp]nmtnr}-’ letters to the OWTEers,

on them.

explaiming what the RBA was.
This was done at all of the area
battlehields. One of the landown-
ers responded by calhng in for
more information. A tew months
later, we had purchased her prop-
erty at Fort Harrison, nght in the
attack path of the Umon 18th
Corps.

The ground preserved at
Cold Harbor last year 1s an alto-
gether ditferent story. A local res-
ident and friend of the organiza-
tion drove past the property and
saw a "for sale" sign. He called in
immediately, and within 48 hours
the RBAs board of directors were
on the ground with the realtor

Another 48 hours later and the
property was ours. The seller had
received a letter from the RBA
years betore but was not respon-
sive at that time. Circumstances
chunged. the land went on the
market, and only a vigilant neigh-
bor enabled us to protect that
impnrtant grou nd. This illustrates
one of the strengths of having
local preservatinn gEroups “on the
ground.”

At  Fussell's Mill, we
prnactivel}r contacted two of the
co-owners several years ago, using
a mutual friend as a pnint of intro-
duction. In an amazing stroke of
gﬂnd luck, 1t turned out that
another of the co-owners not nn]_],.r
worked in the same office building
as the RBA's treasurer, but a]ready
was on good terms with him.
Even 50, things moved s|nw|_}-'. It
was at least two full Years trom
our first visit at the site untl all of
the co-owners ngreed to the sale of
the battletield to the RBA.

For every story hke these
three, there are ten or hiteen false
alarms and failures. No two
Episndes are the same. The RBA
continues to pursue battlefield
land that has the requisite combi-
nation of signiﬁcunce, integril}n
and attordabihity. Hopetully, the
next presen’atinn SUCCESS 15 just
around the corner.



betore executing the details of
their orders, the Union soldiers
hegan Erecting tortifications 1n
and around West Point to protect
themselves from any Confederate
interference. The balance of the
line ran on an east-west axis,
across the narrow peninsula
between the two rve IS, and was
studded with six
emplacements. ltis a tiny piece of

artillery

that line, now 146 years old, that
has just been preserved by the
RBA. Each of the battery posi-
tions had a name; it 1s thnught that
the one now owned by the RBA 1s

either the remains of "Battery

McClellan" or " Battery Li ncoln."

Abundant railroad ties |;1_],.r MEAr
at hand and Union soldiers used
them to brace up the earthen
breastworks and to build p|;1t-
torms upon which to mount can-
non. The soldiers cleared trees in
front to im prove tields of tire, tore
down inconvenient buildings,
bualt ahatis,

hnmhprnnlh, and otherwise took

magazines and
all precautions against a
Confederate attack that never
materiahzed. J[‘hey created an
unusually strong position. "We
have done a wvast amount of
Iabnr," wrote a 144th New York
Intantry man. "Have built 4 forts

& some[thing] over a mile of nfle

Excellent New Book
On Local Battlefields

The Chesterfield County
Historical Snf_'iet_}r has prnduced a
driving tour guide to the Bermuda
Hundred Campaign. The tour
consists of 26 sites in Chesterfield
Cnunt}r. Colonial Heights and
anewe", associated with that

1864 campaign. The book con-

tains 58 pages with phntngruph.s
and narratives for each site. Italso
includes maps of troop movements
overlaid with the present da}r road
system to |1e||'.l visitors wvisualize
the Hlow of battles over the modern
’Dnmp]ete driving
directions tor each site are includ-

Ed, a]cmg with

IHI’H’.ISE-TPE.

Bermuda Hundred Campaign

TOUR GUIDE

GPS  coordi-
nates. The cost
of the book is
just $12.
Proceeds from
the sales will be
used to fund
trails and new
interpretive
signs for the
cou nt}r's several
Civil War
parks. The

book 15 avail-
able from the
Chesterfield
C ount ¥
Historical
Society, P. O.
Box 40,
Chesterriehl,
Virgima 23832,
or at 804-796-
7121,
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pits of the heaviest kind being 4
teet thick on top 10 & 12 on the
bottom & as high as a man’s head."
In between shoveling dirt, the
enlisted men dndged the "great hig
bouncing black snakes here."

The working soldiers also rec-
Dgnized their proximil}r to sites
made famous by the previous
spring's campaign. As one New
Yorker wrote on May 8, "we are
now following in McClellan's old
tracks...l hope that we will meet
with better success than he did."

Soon after completing the
intense labor of building a defensi-
ble hine, the Union soldiers packed
up and sailled away, apparently
without having hred a shot at any
Contederate torce. R. E. Lee's
army operated in Pennsylvania
then, and Federal planners saw
httle value in hum'ing a force as
small as Dix's loitering so far from
any decisive theater of operations.
E_}f Ju|_}r 8 the last of the bluecoats
had departed West Point, leaving
behind a truly formidable set of
tortibications.
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is published for the RBA mem-
bership at PO. Box 13945,
Richmond, VA 23225, The weh
address iz www.saverichmond-
battlefields.org. The RBA is
chartered az a 501{c)(3) non-
prohit organization.  All contri-
butions are tax deductible, A
financial statement i1s available,
upon request, from the Virginia
Oflice of Consumer Affairs.
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The Richmond Battlefields
Associatnon Board of Directors

Julie A Krick
Presdent
Derek E. Leake
Vice Presicent
Dhavid M. West
Treatarer
Patricia Walemista
Secrelary
Ben Brockenbrough
Sam Craghead
Bernard Fisher
Claude Foster
Robert K. Krck
Shep Parsons
Marc Ramsey
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Medal of Honor at Fussell'

The RBA's recent a{_qumltmn
of near|_],.r 30 acres at the Fussell's
Mill battlefield came with many
In addition to

being core battlefield area, and

bonus featu res.

having an historic house, an his-
toric road trace, Entrenchments,
and the ruins of the original mill,
the ground also has many com-
pelling human interest connec-
tions.

One of those tales involves a
Medal of Honor. Sergeant Alonzo
Piclde, of the lIst Minnesota
Intantry Battalion, recerved the
medal long after the war (in 1895)

FROMT LaNME

The tamous lst Minnesota
lnlantry bore hittle resemblance in
August 1864 to the regiment that
fought in the West Woods at
Sharpsburg and in the thick of the
action at Gett}r‘sbu rg. Reduced to
just a battalion, the remnant of the
regiment charged across the mill-
dam at Fussell's Mill on August 14
during the advance of Barlow's
division. Pickle, who was barely
21 years old, rescued a comrade in
dramatic fashion. The citation for
his Medal of Honor R "At the
risk of his life, voluntarily went to

the a.ssistunce of a wounded oth-

Mill
and, under fire, carried him to a
place of satety." We beheve that
entire episode occurred on ground
now preserved by the RBA.
Pickle's birth--July 2, 1843,
at Dunha.rn, Canada--means that
he celebrated his 20th birthda_],r in
combat on the battleheld at
Gett}rshurg. He survived for a
full 600 years after his heroics at
Fussell's Mill, dying May 24,
1925. He 1s buried at Sleepy Eye
Cemetery in  Brown County,
Minnesota, which 15 about 90
miles southwest of Minneapolis.

tor Specia| ga]]antq,-’. cer ]_},ﬁng close to the ene m_],.r's lines
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I €5S.) 1 want 1O HELP PRESERVE OUR NATION’s HERITAGE, PLEASE SIGN ME UP.

(Pleare primt)

Name

Address

City State Zip

Diawytirme Phone E-mail Address

Type of Membership:
2 $1000 Benefactor

L1 Additional Contribution: ©

J $500 Patron

J $250 Sustaining Member

< $100 Active Member

< $35 Annual Member

Please return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Association

Mail completed form to: Richmond Battlefields Association P.O. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
Contributions may be deductable as provided in 26 USC Sec. 170.

. &‘,{?ﬂl{?ﬂf) Richmond Battlefields Association Place

7 PO. Box 13945 Stamp
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