Land
Preserved

Within the past few weeks
the RBA has taken title to a small
of property
Richmond, along the Bermuda
Hundred front. The 1.69 acre
tract is notable as the site of his-
toric Ware Bottom Church, which
was destroved during the Rghting
in the vicinity in 1864, Battlefield
trampers familiar with the
“Parker's Battery” unit of the local
national park will recognize the
vicinity; the church stood just east
of Parker's Battery, and is sepa-

piece

rated from that park unit only hy
a modern railroad right of way.
The acreage was donated
o the RBA by a local company. It
represents the first land preserved
in Chesterfield County by the
RBA., It is a relatively small
stretch of land, but it has consid-
erable significance, as documented
elsewhere in this newsletter.
Although the land was
“free,” the RBA incurred some of
the usual expenses associated with
closing a transaction. Sometime
soon there will be a plan in place
to develop the property For wvisi-
tors, with signs, and the RBA will
appeal for financial help then.

south of

!

Early History of the Church
Ware Bottom Church unques-
tionably was one of the earliest
churches built in  Virginia.
Although concrete evidence is
sparse, it appears that the church

dates from the l:arl:,' 1700's. The

Archeologiots recently docs

a re' 'B-oltmt'o

vered the site of Ware Botlom Chure

m Church
records refer to the building as
"Jefferson's Church,” which has
fueled ﬂpecu[alinn that local arti-
san Thomas Jeflerson {grandfa-
ther of the U. 5. president) con-
structed 1t That
unproved. Other circumstantial

remains

28] +
4 old cemetery.

Altbough they did not excavale any graves, the staine of the original gravesbafts were

clearly varchle, ar seen bere,

county's historian has guessed
that the b{lilding etther took its
name from its proximity to nearby
Ware Run, or from some connec-
tion to a parson named Jacob
Ware, who enjoyed prominence
"1I|1ti| I]i.E- un1irnr|_v Lii:illh ﬁ‘::lrn hud
liguor in 1709." Some early

Breaking News

Earlier this year the RBA closed on 30 acres of battlefield land at the
Fussell's Mill/'Second Deep Bottom battlefield. Thizisa very signiﬁc.‘m:
purchase, and represents the largest piece of preserved ground on that
Ilmttieﬁeld. There has been no major announcement heretofore, but full
details will be forthcoming, together with the inevitable request for help
[in paying for this important piece of blood-scaked batilefield land

Annual Meeting details inside, see page 3.

evidence suggests that a church
building might have stood on the
site as early as the 163(0's, proba-
bly under some other name.

The cemetery attached to the
church offers an amazing link
between the 21si century and the
18th century. A recent survey by
professional archeologists identi-
fied 94 grave sites around the
property, all in close proximity to
the location of the church. It is
possible, though not likely, that
some of the graves are for Union
soldiers who died in action around

the church in 1864, None of the
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Meeting/Tour at Fussell's Mill

The RBA's annual meeting is
scheduled, as always, for the sec-
ond Saturday in June. This year
that falls on the 13th. We will
assemble on RBA property along
the scemic banks of Fussell's
mi]lpnnd. on the Second I:‘.IEeP
Bottom/Fussell's Mill bartlefeld.
The ground Ffeatures an interest-
ing variety of Civil War era
resources: an historic house, the
ruing of the antebellum mill, and a
string of Confederate entrench-
ments that figured in the fightng
there on both August 14 and
August 16, 1864,

This year's event will be much
less elaborate than last year's,

BBA has not had an annual meet-
ing on its own property since Fort
Harrison several years ago. Te
the best of our knowledge this is
the frst ever large scale public
access to this portion of the battle-
freld.

The meeting starts  at
10:30 a.m. and will run undl 12:30
p.m. There will be a talk on
Alabamians at Fussells Mill by
board member and Army of
Northern  Virginia  authority
Robert K. Krick. Mike Andrus,
an historian  at the local
Richmond Mational Batilefield
Park, will speak on the battle and
will lead a walking tour of the

which was at White House on the property, Limited access to the
Pamunkey River. In one way it historic house also will be avail-

will be extra special. because the able. The RBA will hold its annu-

al business meeting after the tour.
ﬁddillnnalf}', there will be items up
for raffle, including a postwar doc-
ument signed by Confederate gen-
eral (and later state governor)
James L. Kemper, of Gettysburg
fame. Any members who have
items to add to the raffle should
contact the RBA in advance; we
will be g’|al-'] to raise the extra
cash!

The event is free and open
bath to members and to the gen-
eral public. Bring friends, family,
or anyone who might be interested
in -sﬂ:ing this purt:iun of the battle-
tield. The scenic pond is a perfect
setting for a post-tour picnic lunch,
too, Dwue to parking concerns,
please carpool if possible, A “port-

a-john” will be on site.

The masthead on page | shows
the Civil War-era house now

owned by the RBAon the

I: From 1-295 go EAST on ROUTE 5 for 1 3/4 miles.

2: Turn LEFT onto LONG BRIDGE ROAD, go 4/5 mile.
& Turn LEFT onto YAHLEY MILL ROAD, go 1 mile.
4: Turn RIGHT onto a private driveway marked by signs

5: Follow the gravel road, driving slowly, until you zee the parking area,
=3

An Extra Reason to Attend this Year!

The good folks at the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond have
agreed to provide a special bonus for those in attendance at the annual
meeting. They will have on temporary display at the site. for an hour or
two only, the personal effects of Colonel Laurence M. Keitt of the 20th
South Carclina Infantry. Although Keitt had nothing to do with Fussell's
Mill or Second Deep Bottom, readers will recall that he was mortally
wounded at Cold Harbor while leading an ill-arranged and extremely
unsuccessful attack on June 1, 1864, His injury occurred either on, or
very close to, the 11 acres at Cold Harbor preserved by the RBA last year.
Don't miss a chance to see items that haw: a connection to land we all

helped to save!

Fussell's Mill battlefield.
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graves are marked today in the
traditional sense, but portions of
two broken tombstones have sur-
vived, Both are for ship captains
based in Liverpool, England, who
died while in Virginia,

Captain Ashburn of the ship
Fly has a stone that once read:
"William Ashburn of Liverpool
who traded to this Province for
many years Died the 25th Day of
October 1773 Aged 43 Years and
was buried beneath This Stone.”
He had commanded a succession
of merchant ships that traveled
berween Liverpool and the James
River. Captain John Breakhill
sailed his ship the Jobn between
Liverpool and Virginia repeatedly
between 1766 and his death on
June 5, 1772, age 56.

A third potennal connection is
to a man named Thomas Banks
"alias Williams," and is document-
ed in a Vt:r:gﬂmh Lrazetle u]:itua.r_v of
January 1, 1767. The newspaper
called Banks "the singing boy, the
pirate, the fiddler, the schoolmas-
ter, the clerk of Jefferson's
church, in Chesterfield, and fnally
an honest man." [t is unclear if
Banks 1z buried at Ware Bottom
Church.

One of the two surviving stones
has been stolen within the past
few years.

Thousands of soldiers from

both armies saw Ware Battom
Church in 1864, Tlm_}' fought
around it repeatedly in May and
June; therealter it stood between
the contending lines at Bermuda
Hundred until April 1865,

The action often called the
Battle of Ware Bottom Church
occurred on May 20, 1864, Tt pit-
ted the 10th Corps of Gen.
Bemamin F. Butler's Army of the
James against clements of the
Confederate army then com-
manded by Gen. P G. T
Beauregard. Butler's force had
retreated  into  the Bermuoda
Hundred peninsula after the dis-
astrous battle at Drewry's Bluff
on May 16. The Confederates
enjoyed all the initiative at that
time, Beauregard and his engi-
neers recognized that the local
geography could strengthen the
qualities of their own delensive
In an effort to shorten that
line--thereby using fewer troops
to defend the peninsula--they
launched artacks on the 20th.
Their limited objectives included
most of Butler's picket line,
stretching from the James River
past Ware Bottom Church and on
toward the Appomattox River.

The Battle of Ware Bottom
Church produced serious combat
in an area described by one
Confederate as “a wild, thickly
wooded country with few clear-
ings, and in many places broken
up into short but steep hills.” On
May 20, eight Confederate

line.
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brigades attacked Butler's picket
The heaviest fighting
occurred on the northern end of
the p::ninaula.. where South
Carclina brigades led by generals
Johnson Hagood and William S.
Walker struck the Union divisions
of Alfred H. Terry and Adelbert
Ames. The regiments of Walker's
brigade are best known today
because of their connection to the
Bartle of the Crater, where many
of them were blown up two
months later.  One prominent
episode during the Mayv 20 fight
occurred near the church when
General Walker, disoriented I:r‘v
the combat, rode into the Union
lines. was shot frem his horse, and
:aptured. Surg::uns a.mpuratc-:i
the general's leg that
evening, and Army of the James
veterans wrangled for the rest of
their lives about which regiment
shot Walker, and which one cap-

lines.

later

tured  him. The next day
Beauregard summarized the
action: “We remain in possession

of [the] enemy's riflepits and
ground gained by yesterday's
fight,  which quite
severe..especiully  near Ware
Bottom Church....We have...suc-
ceeded...in obtaining for ourselves
the desired line.”

The modest gamns on May
20 produced the shorter lines he
needed and allowed him to send
Robert Hoke's entire division to
reinforce Lee's army at Cold
Harbor ten days later, Anyone
doubting the feroaty of this virtu-
ally unknown battle should look at
the combined casualties during
the day's combat: approximately
1500 men, nearly all of whom
were killed or wounded rather
than captured.

In mid June 1864, Grant's
movement to Petershurg again
imperiled Beauregard, The
diminutive Confederate found
himself forced to choose berween
defending Petersburg and holding
the Bermuda Hundred lines. He
abandoned the latter in favor of
the former. Only Butler's lassi-
tude Prwr.ntccl the Unionists from
permanently severing the connec-
tien between Richmond and
Petershurg. The Ware Bottom

Conbimmed on e oL
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Church area once again lay
behind Union lines for a short
time. Lee’s army, belatedly racing
toward Petersburg, paused long
:nuush to attack Butler yet a,sain
in the Ware Bottom Church area.
Men of George Pickent's
Confederate division retook the
abandoned gruund on June &
and reestablished the Confederate
line across the peninsula. During
that brief episode the 11th Maine
Infantry literally fought in the
vard of the church.

Local pn‘:sel‘vatiuniats in
Chesterfield County have done
fine work in saving other linle
pieces of Bermuda Hundred bat-
tlefields, including the excellent

Ware Bottom....

Howlett House Battery {Battery
Dantzler). The Ware Bottom
Church property now protected
by the RBA is virtually adjacent
to the National Park Service's
Parker's Battery site. and is just
north of a small pan:{:] owned |:r_'_-,r
Chesterfield County known as
"Howlett Line Park.”

The historic church stood uniil
June 18, 1864, when it became an
unbearable source of annoyvance
for the artillerists of Parker's
Virginia Battery, who manned
their cannon only a few hundred
yards west of the church. Federal
sharpshooters h g the
church to harass e B ATIETE.
Three volunteers from the battery
crawled out Ihmugh their own
picket lines and daringly ignited a

fire inside the church. The lames
blossomed and the historic church
burned to the ground. For the
next ten months the site stood
between the lines, part of the
cxtensive no mans land” that
divided the contending forces.
There are no known photo-
graphs or skeiches of the build-
ing, yet its appearance and dimen-
sions are of record. A Virgimia
infantryman, writing in his diary
only & few hours before the con-
Hagration destroyed the building,
called Ware Bottom a “small
frame church.” Archeology has
revealed that the building was
long and narrow, measuring
approximately 24 feet by 66 Feet,
and resting on brick foundations.
The site now is preserved forever.

] ﬁs.’ I WANT TO HELP PRESERVE OUR NaTION’S HERITAGE, PLEASE SIGN ME UP.

(Plenas primi}

Hami

Caty

——

E-maal Agdreas

Type of Memnbershn:
2 $1000 Banefactor 2 5500 Patron

O Adelitional Contribution; &

3 $250 Sustaining Member

25100 Activer Member

0 535 Annual Member

Please retum compléted membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battiefields Association
Mail compileted form to: Richmond Battiefields Association P.0. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
Contributions may be deductable as provided in 26 USC Sec. 170,
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Richmond Battlefields Association .

PO, Box 13945
Richmond, VA 23225
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