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2005 Annual Meeting, Talk & Tour

As in previous years, the RBA
annual meeting is an opportuniy
for members and [riends 1o gather
at a Civil War site around
Richmond. In the past we have
attempted to offer access to some-
thing unique. In 2003 we held the
event at lh-.- property pur:ha_rved
by the RBA at Fort Harrison.
Last year we had permission to
tour a key segment of the
Glendale/Frayser's Farm barttle-
field. This year, on June 11, we
are heading off the primary roads
into the heart of the Cold Harbor
barttlefield, walking in the foot-
steps of the Eighteenth Corps in
its assaults of June 1 and June 3,
1864, at the Allison Farm.

There is excellent news regard-
ing the battlefield tour. Author
Gordon Rhea has agreed 1o lead
the group. Hiz name will be
Familiar to virtually every reader
of this newsletter. In the past
decade he has produced four fine
books on  the Owerland
Campaign, with his most recent
effort being a detailed look at the
Battle of Cold Harbor up through
the June 3 fighting. Rhea is in
high demand as a speaker and
tour leader, but remains VELY Ijus_y
practicing law all over the hemi-
sphere. We owe his presence on
June 11 to his enthusiasm for bat-
tlefield preservation in general,
and for Cold Harbor specifically.

Because he is trying cases in
June, Rhea warns that there 1= a
tiny chance that something may
arise to prevent him from reach-
ing Cold Harbor for the annual
mr-:!ing. But he !'-LI[I}' expects to
be there, and authorized the RBA
to advertise him in good faith as
the leader of the battlefield tour,

The event, which is free, begins
at 9.00 a.m. at Beulah Church,
less than one mile north of the his-
toric Old Cold Harbor cross-
(See the map on the back
page for directions). It should last
approximately half a day.  The
walk will cover approximarely
two miles. Light refreshments
will be provided in mid-morning.

roads.

Allison’s Farm at Cold Harbor

On two occasions, only 36

hours apart, different segments of

the Union hlghteenlh Cnrpa
assaulted the Cunredela.tn of
Joseph B. Kershaw's

field in the company of the battle's
leading historian, Gordon Rhea.
What follows is in the nature of
preparation--a sketchy overview

of the specific lhinga that make
this ground so histeric. Further
reading or re-reading will be help-
ful. In addition to Rhea's book,
there T Ernest

division. Like so much
of the action ar Caold
Harbor, these twao
events have no separate
identity. Their details
often are rolled inte the
general story of the
great battle.
Undouhtedly this is so
because the ground is
not preserved, and gen-
erally is not accessible.

Furgursun's ex:e“en-.
volume on the battle.
Additionally, the classic
memoirs of E. Porter
Alexander and
Theodore Lyman offer
insight into this subject.

The first action at
Allison's Farm (scene of
this  year's tour)
eccurred on the morn-
when

ing af June 1,

The June 11 tour = oy William E. "Baliy" Smith eotablisbed bis beadguarters (sboen bere) in a
grove of breze acrows the road froen Beclak Charch, “We paid a long visit to 'Baldy'
ed member .Gr Euest .ﬂl’?ﬁ}-&.‘tﬁ"frdﬁﬁi'?mfﬁf{f e T Eyeman,
the opportunity to see Gt Aades and be chispleayerd, for bis hemefit, a lunch with champagne, ote,

will offer any interest-
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Kershaw's division
advanced east and south
through the farm in a
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Allison’s Farm (cont.)

Contiiued frovme pecge I,

failed effort to retake the Old Cold
Harhor crossroads. Having failed
there, R. E. Lee shifted his focus
to blocking the Federal army's
direct path to Richmond. The
divisions of Kershaw and Hoke
established a modest line of
entrenchments about two-thirds
of a mile west of the crossroads.
Other Confederate formations
began shuttling south from the old
lines at Totopotomoy

anchored HKershaw's position
there. One, just north of the
Allison House, protected his left,
while another farther south repre-
sented Kershaw's right fank.
The sandy field in frone had linle
variety or slope, but was boxed on
three sides (north, south, and
east) h:.' ravines.

The Army of the Potomac's
famous attack on June 3, com-
mencing at 4.30 a.m,, actually
occurred ar several discrete loca-

brigade seems to have done the
mast d-’-magr, shooting dewn
trapped and ineffectual Federal
infantryman by rows, sometimes
quite literally. Unwilling to go
further forward, or to retrace their
steps, the survivors of this charge
faced 14 more hours of daylight,
They scooped out depressions to
protect lh:msclv:s. and 1in t]'Le
12th New Hampshire Infantry
some men piled up the bodies of
dead comrades as makeshift
breastworks.

Cr:el{.-

CGenerals Grant and
Meade had transferrid
two corps—the Sixth and
Eighteenth--to Old Cold
Harbor and by noon on
June | had recognized an
offensive opportunity.
Onee in place, those two
formations attacked west-
ward early in the evening.
They  fractured  the
Confederate line in its cen-
ter. On the Allison Farm,
the brigades of Henry and
Burnham anchored the
right flank of the Union
attack line. Their charge,
while moderately success-
ful, did not reap the great
fruits enjoyed by their
Eﬂmrﬂdei fmhtr sﬂuth.
With no flanking move-
ment to assist them, th.r_'..r
and Burnham incurred
heavy losses while captur-

i.ﬂs a

Confederate

strong line of T 73tk New Hampebire produced

The armies fought on
Allison's Farm, from those
pasitions, for the next nine
days.  Federal artillery
wheeled up to a surprising-
by short range and built
lunettes for protection
{some of which we will sce
on the June 11 tour).
Sharpshooters ruled dur-
ing the daylight hours.

Sometime not lnng after
the armies ].’l:l.:t.. the local
farmers destroyed the
Confederate entrench-
ments on the Allison Farm.

A A
L3 ane af the great wit bistorier of  endured five weeks of
entrench- the Cinll War Thu 18802 map abows key ground aasociated with occupation in 1862, and his

some (but not all} of the
Union positions.

Albert Allison was the
man whose farm suffered
trom the presence of the
contending troops. Mr.
Allizon had a wife and at
least six children (all

daughters). He: had

ments. The Southerners, el regiments experience. This b the area we will towr. We will see farm stood on the periph-

however, simply fell back a the ruins of the Allion Howse (H), the pond (B), the bistoric road

P Baradiiad d (A}, and the abarp ridge () where vo many Union infantrymen
i Ll o Sorrmed up for their crucial attacks on June § and June 3,

even more [ormidable
position. The two Federal
brigades lost roughly 450 men
killed and wounded in this
episode. Confederate casualties
are not of record.

A period of hasty entrenching
followed. The uncaptured portion
of the Confederate line retreated
to a more comfortable position
and soldiers worked diligently to
build and strengthen new posi-
tions on the night of June 2. What
became the primary Confederate
line ran diagonally in front of the

Allison House. Two ravines

tiong. On the Allison Farm,
defending Confederates were
jubilant when they found that the
Eighteenth Corps's contribution
to the big artack consisted of two
veteran brigades--just 2400 men
on a narrow front. The Federals
of Stedman's and Stannard's
briEEldES EndurEd BOImMe Df thE'
war's worst slaughter in the
Allison Field, and many of the
r’mili-ﬂn Ehi.“llng accounts me
Cold Harbor originated from
thoze soldiers.

Evander Law's Alabama

ery of the Battle of
Gaines’s Mill as well. Now
the 65-year-old farmer
returned to his shell-blasted home
to face the ordeal of repairing his
ruined farm. One of Mr, Allison's
sons-in-law recorded the scene:
“The house had been riddled. You
could see right through the roof
and anywhere....We went in and
discovered that the cannon-balls
i]ad Etruf.‘]r. T_.l:iE‘ fE‘ﬂ.t].'l.Er bed.s, and
the feathers were strewed all over
the rooms. It looked like a goose
nest in there.”

Despite the battle’s heavy
impact, the farm retains much of
its historic appearance today.
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Beulah Church During the War

This Preshyterian church was erected nat long
before the war, Many of the families whose homes
and farms would figure prominently in nearby Civil
War bantles contributed to itz construction. Dr,
William Gaines, of "Powhite," used his sawmill at
Gaines's Mill to saw all the timber used by the
builders. Mr. and Mrs. David Woody, whose house
stood just north of the church, were among its chief
advocates.

Mr. Woody, in fact, was not the dominant member
of the marriage. A former preacher at Beulah Church
once wrote that their house "was known as Mrs.
Woody's, as though she were a widow." According to
a local tale, in 1862 a hapless Union officer had an
apportunity o learn of Mrs. Woody's strong person-
ality. He imprudently boasted 1o her that McClellan's
army would "have your old rebel capital in a few days;
we can see the spires of the churches from our breast-
works." Mrs. Woody tartly replied: "l read in my
Bible that Moses climbed the mountains and saw the
Promised Land, but he never got there."

Situated just north of the Old Cold Harbor cross-
roads, Beulah Church came under long range Union
artillery fire on June 27, 1862, at the Baiile of
Gaines's Mill. Nearly all of the men in "Stonewall”
Jackson's Confederate column stood for a time in the
road in front of the church before peeling off to the
south and southwest on their way to the front lines,
Reverend Thomas W. Hooper, who preached at
Beulah, recorded much later that in June 1862 the
"settees had been scattered through the woods...the

windows were removed, the doors used for amputat-
ing tables, and the floor stained with blood. But in a
short time we got the house in order, and resumed our
services,”

Two years later the church burned to the ground
on.June 1, 1864, during some of the fighting associat-
ed with the beginning of the Battle of Cold Harbor.
The precise details of its destruction have not sur-
faced, although the wartime preacher and other local
sources maintain that Federal soldier-arsonists were
Whatever the truth of the matter, the
church did not rise from the ashes immediately. As
late as 1868 D, Gaines was in Balimore, Maryland,
trying to raise money tocw.ta replan:wm-nl church.

Today the church sits on top of, or very close ta, its
Civil War location.
known sketches or photographs of the wartime build-

Lo bl ame.

Unfortunately, there are no

ing available for comparison.
A series of Union entrenchments survives behind

{east of) the church, but a new housing development

15 under construction there now. Members artending

the tour will see the newly built access road for the

development directly beside the church parking lot.

Across the fields to

the north 15 Mrs.

Woody's

mostly rebuilt since
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the war, but snll a [

is published for the EBA

mfm!:uerahip at BO. Box

pers. 13345, - Richménd, ~ VA,
23225. The web address is:

www, saverichmondbattle-

valuable landmark
for battlehield tram-

ficlds.org.  The RBA'is char-
dered as a 501(c)(I) non-
profit organization. All con |
tributions are tax deductible.
s A financial sidtement s
available, . upan request,
from the Virginia Office of
i! Consomer Affairs.
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This 1866 sketch iv onc of the few carly views of the Cold Harbor battlefield. It is from
the perupective of an Eigbteenth Corpe voldicr; looking west toward the Confederate line
in the tresa, dff&m@-ﬁ‘ e Preciae location & not cerdain, tbe chumney in r.ﬁr_farclg‘rn;lu.-ui'
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C. Hobson Goddin
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milgr&.f e the roiv dlulr.f'.ﬁf M. Boze Howoe, _.I'.J'MI' Aoneth .:r,l" Bealak Church,
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Adapted from the park service map, to abow location of Bewlab € .&mﬁ m:lr!é 49' {.i'ﬁ.? (..,u’,.'p"
Harbor and eaist of the National Park Service Visitor Cenler:

YES! I WANT TO HELP PRESERVE OUR NATION'S HERITAGE, PLEASE SIGN ME UP

[ Plesse print)
Mame
Address
City State Lip
Daytime Phone E-mail Address

Type of Mambarshipe
0 $1000 Benefactor [0 $500 Patron (] %250 Sustaining Member O 5100 Acrive Member 3 535 Annual Member

Additional Contribution: )

Flease return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Bartlefields Assaciation
Mail completed form to: Richmond Battlefields Association. P.Ox Bax 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
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