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Many casual students of the
1864 battles below Richmond find
it difficult to sort out the various
actions. How, for instance, did the
Second Battle of Darbytown Road
differ from the First Battle of
Darbytown Road, or First Deep
Bottom from Second Deep
Bottom? Twe characteristics
of those battles complicate
matters even more: nearly all
of them are known by many
different names, and most of
them are unpreserved and dif-
ficult to tour. The historical
portion of this newsletter will
focus on the Second Batile of
Fair Oaks, and will attempt to
separate that fight from the
confusing welter of similar
actions * fought nearby, by
mﬂﬂ-}' DF !hﬂ BATIE mp!. at
nearly the same time,

Broadening one’s view to
encompass the front lines ar
Petersburg in the summer and
autumn of 1864 is essential to
undcraranding what hap-
pened outside Richmond in
that peried. Union planners

repeatedly designed simulta- Eighteenth Corpa commander Godfrey Weitzel may bave
neous advances on bath @oked this dapirited after bis failed offensive on October 27,

fronts. Implementing this simple
strategy  forced Confederate
defenders ta guard key locations
and prevented them from reen-
forcing one front by borrowing
from another, which in turn
allowed the Unionizts to make full
use of their superior numbers, [t is
remarkable, in retrospect, that the
\"i-l.‘iﬂus thﬂﬂ d.id not PdeuCE
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more decisive results.

After a lailed advance on
October 13, 1864, southeast of
Richmond (the Second Battle of
Darbytown  Road), General

Grant's subordinates schemed for
another two-headed advance just a

fortnight later. While the Secopd

Cﬁl'pn extended the Union lef
below Petersburg, toward the
Boyditon Plank Reoad and
Burgesss Mill, Federal troops
from the Army of the James on the
Richmond side of the river had
m‘dtl‘s to attack the Cunfednr&te
Exterior Line. The ensuing clash
outside the Confederate capital on
October 27 1s most often called the

J

ened
by Butler’s Army

Second Bartle of Fair Oaks.
Although Benjamin Butler's
Army of the James technically had
‘bottled” at Bermuda
Hundred since May, the majority
of it occupied positions north of
the James River, won during the
fighting on September 29-30 at
Chaffins Farm. To execute
the plan for October 27,
Butler left a thin screen
along the main lines and sent
most of his two corps (the
Tenth and Eighteenth, under
generals Terry and Weitzel
respectively) on a difficult
march northeastward, Butler
hoped that hard marching
toward the "l.".-"illlla.msburg
Road would place his strike
force on the Confederate
flank just cast of Richmond.
The troops guarding the
B Darbyvtown Road, Charles
| City H.uad.. and
Williamsburg Road corri-
{ dors came from the Army of
MNorthern Virginia. The con-
stant pressure agamst
Richmond in 1864 had
forced local defense troops
and other irregulars into
service elsewhere along the lines,
but veterans from the main army
defended the most likely points of
Union advance. General James
Longstrect, his maimed arm still in
a sling from his wound at the
Wilderness in May, had just
returned to command the Forces

l:“.'t‘l:l.
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Development at Cold Harbor

A very small but significant
portion of the Caold Harbor battle-
field has been destroyed in recent
months. An open
lot adjacent to the
national cemetery
was purchased by
developers, appar-
ently without ever
having heen on the
public market. A
new house has aris-
en on this tract of
land, less than 100
from the
mass grave at the
back wall of the
cemetery and per-
haps 200 yards
From the r:d.g: of the
national park.

This is part of the
location where the Union Sixth
Corps first met resistance in its

yards

Cold

Emory

attack at
on June I.

late-afternoon
Harbor

Upton's brigade, with the Second

RpT i
Thu recent pée?.l‘rl_r.l'ru_pé. |'-'|.-'|-'"|'.-'?1|;{ nortl, ehowe Hhe new conelruction, with Hhe
mtus grave marker flanked by American flags,

Connecticut Heavy Arullery in
the front, pushed back shirmish-

ers from Robert Hoke's division
across  this  ground. The
Confederates fell back several
hundred vards to
their prepared posi-
tion, now
the land protected
by the
park.
The RBA belat-
edly learned that
developers owned
this property, and
immediately
npe«ned contact
with them about
the parcel. But it
too fate,
Construction of the
had

ITH.‘:EICEI.'I .3.l'll."I. ATOT |'|.-
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er piece of historic
ground has been lost.

Eyewitness Account

[These excerpts from an unidenti-
fied Confederate correspondent’s
letter in the Richmond Enguirer,
Movember 12, 1864,
g]i.mpsv.- U{L how the Suu:h:m prea-
ple learned about the batile of
October 27].

It was soon ascertained...that
the 18th corps had made a detour
around the White Oak Swamp

and was advancing in heavy

L] H”E‘ r a

columns up the Williamsburg and
Mine Mile roads, so that new dis-
positions had to be made to meet
these new developments. Gen.
Longstreet at once ordered Gen.
Field to take position on the Nine
Mile Road.

He moved the division with
great celerity and gained the
Wilhamsburg road just in time to
repel an assault and save the fort
and guns immediately on the road.
On his arrival he found that the
enemy's heaviest forces were
massed upon that read and that
would be the point of main attack.
In that surmise, he was not disap-
pointed, as the sequel will show,

Two or three brigades of
negroes had been semt up the
MNine Mile road and had charged
and carried the works and cap-
tured one piece of artillery just as
the Hsilnprun Lﬂ:giun. of Gar:\f"s,
cavalry, was going into position,
But the 24th Virginia cavalry
coming up, they, in conjunction
with the L{'Eiun. Eharged and
regained the works and artillery
and drove the negroes back with
heavy slaughter.

Severe shirmishing and artillery
duels were being waged on the
Darbytown and Charles City
roads, and one or two determined
assaults had been made upon
Hoke'’s line, but had been hand-
somely repulsed.

In the meantime, the enemy
had planted two heavy field bat-
teries near the Willamsburg road
and were shelling our works most
furiously. Their artillery was han-
dled with great skill and preci-
sion. Qur batteries did not
respond because they desired to
hold their fire for the advance of

the infantry. Their silence misled
the enemy. Scon a line of battle
debouched from the woods on the
left of the Williamsburg road, evi-
dently bent upon the capture of
the fort.... They had to advance
through an open and level field for
half a mile....and when within five
hundred wyards, Anderson's, the
Texas, and Bratton's brigades
poured terrible vollies of minnies
from their Enfield rifles into their
wavering ranks, and by the time
they arrived within two hundred
vards the fire from the artillery
and musketry had become so
destructive that they broke in
every direction and were charged
by our skirmishers. The result, in
addition to one hundred dead and
many wounded, whose bodies
encumbered the field, was the
capture of 500 prisoners, several
hundred stands of arms, three
guidons and eight battle flags. In
their retreat they scattered, by the
wayside, many guns and a large
amount of equipage of every
description,
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Second Fair Oaks (contd.)

' Uantinued from paye I

north of the James. His presence
unrjl:ub-taﬂy buuym:] the spirits of
the de Fcnderﬁ.

When Longstreet learned of the
Union move he hurmied Charles
Fields division to a position
astride the Williamsburg Road.
Farther north, nothing more than
dismounted cavalry watched the
Nine Mile Road. Neither the
Army of the James nor Charles
Field'’s division existed two and a
half years earlier, but many men in
those urglni.za.tiuns recognized the
familiar landscape from the Seven
Pines/Fair Ouks battles of May 51
and June 1. The Confederate line
of defense stood more or less atop
the position  held against
MeClellan in June 1862, The
Kings School House/Oak Grove
battlefield of June 25 lay just in
front of the entrenchments. Union
attackers would move across that
ground once again on the after-
noon of October 27,

After a long period of indeci-
sion, General Weitzel timidly
pushed forward a brigade on each
side of the “’Hlia:nal:rurg Road.

The Cﬂn&:dernl-:s not un]_}r Faught
from behind stout entrenchments,
they also had an ideal field of fire.
No one was surprised, then, when
the small Union attack force
stalled in [ront of its ubjer_'t:ive and
the men snusht whatever shelter
they could find.

The Texas Brigade (now under
a semior colonel) and Bratton's
Seuth Carolina brigade were
rcspnnsih!r for rr_'pu]sin.g
Fairchilds and Cullen’s brigades,
respectively. Seeing an opportuni-
ty. some aggressive Confederates
left their breastworks and collect-
ed p:‘isun:m n asmunding num-
bers. While the rest of Weitzel's
command watched, nearly 1000 of
their demoralized comrades sur-
rendered.

The only bright spot of the day
for the Unionists came farther
north, on the Nine Mile Roat,
where a brigade of black troops
under Colonel John Holman actu-
ally pierced the Exterior Line of
defenses there and temporarily
captured a cannon or two. A
counterartack by General M. W,
Gary's cavalrymen, fighting dis-
mounted, soon drove Holman's

A Remarkable Capture

I"Iﬂ aJ:I:I.E.z;.'nE EPi!ﬂ&E‘ ﬂl:curr\ed
as part of the fight on October 27,
involving Captain J. Banks Lyle,
an officer of the &th South
Carolina Infantry then detached
on staff dul}-. “ln their retreat,”
wrote a Confederate, "a number of
the enemy took refuge in a wash,
or gully, which ran through a
depression in the field some three
or four hundred yards in front of
Lyle "saw that they
der if called on to do s0.” Taking
two volunteers, the captain
walked in front of his own lines,
toward the ravine. A few con-
fused Confederates fired on him at
long range, but Lyle soon reached
his target. One Union officer

our |JII'.I.£..II

harangued his men in hopes of

shaking their malaise, but to no

.a.'l.-'a.i]. 2 EI:'I Ilul[ Vi::w EIE- FI'IIEnd B.'lld.
foe,” Captain Lyle "accomplished
the capture and made them file out
without arms and move on to our
lines....The number of officers and
men captured was about six hun-
dred, with three stands of colors
and swords by the armful.”

It is easy to suspect that the
facts of this tale have been
stretched since the war, and per-
haps the numbers are a hit inflat-
ed. But the story certainly is true,
as several war-date affidavits
prove. Captain Lyle survived the
war {and nine wounds) to become
a schoolteacher in Oklahoma
Territory. General John Bratton
called this, "The most conspicuous
feat of personal valor and skill that
came within my knowledge during

I‘J'I.-E War.... "

men CI'EE

Confederate casualties from
these late-war actions are notori-
ously difficult to calculate, but the
number used by modern historians
is fewer than 100. Union losses
reached nearly 1600, including
more than 500 in the diversionary
Tenth Corps skirmishing along the
Darbytown Road.

Today this battleficld essential-
ly is lost, The Richmond airport
and its sprawl quite literally sit
atop the ground in Front of the
Confederate breastworks, where
the heaviest action ook place.
Even so, a few key landmarks
remain, and anyone interested in
trying to tour those places should
secure a copy of the unpublished
driving tour pamphlet prepared by
Noah A, Trudeau. The Richmond
National Battlefield Park head-
quarters at Chimboraze Visitor
Center can provide a photocopy.
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2005 Annual Meeting

Thiz years annual meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, June 11,
Although some of the particulars
are yet to be sorted out, we do
know that our gathering will be at
the Cold Harbor battlefield.

We will meet at Beulah
Pl'eﬂ:iy'tcr'ian Church, jlust north
of the Cold Harbor crossroads.
The original church, which stood
at that site, burned to the ground
on June 1, 1864,

In an effort to make this year's
meeting memorable, we have
arra.n,g:d access to a |s|.|‘5r,. pri-
vately owned chunk of the bartle-
field. Most of the annual meering

will be spent walking the portion
of the batdefield where Gen.
William F. “Baldy” Smith's
Eighteenth Corps troops attacked
on June | and June 3, 1864,
This land is criss-crossed with
cntrenr.hmema_. historic  road
traces, and other interesting fea-
tares. Our tour will walk in the
footsteps of the Eighteenth Corps,
all the way from Beulsh Church
to just in front of the Confederate
lines, There will be a special
emphasis on the mn of

Stannard's ano wicwiman's

brigades on June 3.
As always, the meeting will

include a chance for members to
SCH.‘Lali:zr among themse[wes and
with the board of directors. The
time of the meeting will be
announced in the next newsletter,
to be mailed early in May. That
newsletter also will provide more
details on the annual gathering,
tngerher with historical informa-
tion on the ground we will be vis-
iting. Keep an eye on the RBAs
wehsite for updates, and please
plan to ke advantage of this
opportunity to see a significant
piece of the battlefield up close.
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YES! [ WANT TO HELF FRESERVE OUR NATION'S HERITAGE., PLEASE SIGN ME UP.

{ Please print)
Namia
Address
City State Zip
Diaytime Phane E-mail Address
Type of Membership:

O S1000 Penefactor
Additional Contribution: ()

O 5500 Patron O %250 Sustaining Member

0 S100 Active Member

O %35 Annual Member

Please return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Association
Mail campleted form to: Richmond Battlefields Association. PO. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
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