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Monuments on
Richmond's Battlefields

As most students of Civil War
hattlefields knnw, the veterans who
erected monuments to their units
in the postwar years often did soin
response to other memonals. The
veterans' motives va.ried, ufcuur:se,
but wvery frequently they raised

EBA newsletter will devote some
space to the stories of the few
markers that exist on the battle-
hields we are pledged to protect.

It 1s almost certain that the first
substantial battlefield marker out-
side Richmond stood

ne ar

field, boys." His men honored that
wi.ﬁh, and when Wheat's sister
reached the battlefield in Ju]_}r
1862, she contented herself with
erecting "a small marble head-
stone" over his grave. Time soon
proved that it was not possible to

gra.nite markers for their
regiments not to commemao-
rate a specific event so much
as to ensure that their contri-
hutions were not omitted.
Once monuments appeared
at p]aces like Vicksburg,
Gettysburg, Shiloh and
Sharpsburg, nearly every
nrganizaﬁnn of veterans felt
ccmpe]]ed to mark their own
position and add their stone
to the forest of gra.rﬁte.

This unbhndled prolifera-

tion at a few prominent sites

natura]]_}r meant that many of
the other battlefields
enjoyved less commemora-

tive attention. Even famous

places like Manassas, Cold

Harbor, Chancellorsville, |
and the Petersbhu rg area hat-
tlefields are re]ative]_}r harren

of nineteenth cenfury gran-
ite. The ahsence of a War
Departme nt presence at
those privately owned places also
made it less convenient for inter-
ested parties to adcnuw]edge spe-
cific units, individuals, or events.
This contrast is ES].'JEEiEl]]J," notice-
able on Richmond's bal‘t]eﬁelds,
particularly in light of the intensity
and clensit}r of the actions there in
1862 and 1864. This issue of the

A veteran of the 10066 New }
miarker o the Sevenr Pines ba .fff:'ﬁ]:'.l'ﬂ

Boatswain's Creek on the Gaines's
Mill battlefield. Charismatic majcr
Chatham R. Meat, COmman ding
his famous Louisianians at that
battle as part of General Richard
5. Ewell's division, fell killed in the
woods just after crossing the creek.
His final command, widely report-
ed at the time, WS "Bur}r me on the

%ﬂ"n{' HWFWIIT”;H:T I.H?I?':F h!m”:’

protect the marker from sou-
venir I'II.lI'ItEI“S_, and the fa mi]_}r
subsequently remaoved
Wheat's remains to
Hn]]_}rwund Cemeter}r in
Richmond. There are no
known p]‘mtugraphs or
sketches of the marble mark-
er, which must have been
one of the Very first of its
kind on any Civil War bat-
tlefield. Perhaps its base stll
SUTrVIVES, awa.iting discm.'er}r
W on the battlefeld.

| Another little known and
| now destru_}red marker stood
| on the Seven Pines battle-
field. Veterans of the 100th

| MNew York lnfa.ntr}r, anxious

| to remember their role in
| that desperate fight, jour-
_ neyed to Richmond in 1912,
At Seven Pines the_],r found
! that the farmer who owned

the p-nrl:iun of the battlefield

where the}r ﬁ::ugl'lt was favor-
ably disposed toward their plan. It
was not much of a monument, as

the

shows: merely a "pine board, with

SaCCom FIEI.I'IJ,"'iI'lg PI'ID'I'DEI'BPI'I.

cleats at the EI'I.EIS_.. pa.inted wl'n:ite,
with black ]EﬂEI'S_, nailed to a cedar
post 10 feet to the left of the
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Anonymous Bequest

The board of directors recently
learned of an nutstanding pieee of
generosity that has no precedent
in the Richmond Battlefield
Association's re|ative|_},r short his-
tory. A donor has contacted the
nrganizatien and announced plnrm
to earmark $75,000 as a will
hequest to RBA, to benelit
Richmond's battlefields.

The RBA wall be respnnsi ble for

appl_ying that money toward some

local battlebield project. The only
caveat 1s that the money go direct-
ly toward land in Hanover
Cnunt}r. Both Gaines's Mill and
C{:]d Harbor he within that his-
toric cnunt}r--eaeh imper“erl by
Richmond's sprawl--anrl it seems
almost certain that the bequest
money will go toward savi ng land
at one of those two tamous battle-
helds.

As the RBA ETOWS, its ]ear]er-

ship certainly will change, as will
its membership. Perhaps some of
us may not be around when this
heque.st Ccomes due, but some of
the battlehelds will still be here,
undnuhterll:,r needing our he]p.
This ﬁ.lr-.sighted arrangement is a
tremendous thing that we can
appreciate Mow, and which the
endangered battlefields wall enji::_],r

later.

Monuments (contd.)

Willlamsburg road...." Although
this hnppened en]:,r 92 years ago,
the maonument is ]nng gone. The

National Cemeter_}r, which was
established immediate]}r after the
Civil War, survivors from the &th
New York Heavy Artillery gath-
ered in 1910 to rase a trbute to

tion of their monument. The &th
uetua]]_}r feug]‘lt across the road
from the cemetery, so the marker is
not especinﬂy meaningfu] as a site

speeiﬁe ]andmar]t. Dn the other

property where it once stood 1s
enmp]ete]_}r obliterated.
Another monument of inter-
est survives at the northern aip
of the Cold Harbor battlefield.
It marks the area near
Hundley's Corner where four
com panies of the 36th
Wisconsin Infantry (of John
Gibbon's
destroyed during a localized
action on June 1, 1834, Most
of the 240 men in the attacking

COMPrL I'I'iES l'.IEEEI. me E.ElS'I.IEI.]t'iES .

division)  were

CUne of the survivors, Charles
A. Storke, amassed sufficient
wealth as a newspaper publish-
er in southern California to
enable him to raise a substan-
tial marker of Vermont gramte
at the site in October 1924
(exactly 80 years ago). Storke
also served as the first mayor of
Santa Barbara. Having
achieved his purpose, the aging
veteran donated the marker
and a tiny piece of land around
it to Hanover County.

The unavai]abi“t}r of any

pub]ic]_}r preserved hattlefield

hand, the cemetery where it sits
15 filled with the regi ment'’s
dead.

Less than one yvear earlier,
Pennsylvania had sponsored a
monument to honor the men of
its state who fought at Cold
Harbor. The planners also set-
tled on the national cemetery as
the hest location for what
would hecome the tallest monu-
ment on Richmond’s battle-

fields.

Penn s:..f] vania

The authorities in
ennsiderate]_}r
pn:wided free train transporta-
tion for some veterans who had

Cold Harhor.
;"L]th-::ugh every state unit was

fou ght at

listed on the inscription, only
men who served in units that
did not have markers on any
other Civil War hattlefield were
E;ranted the speeia] train accom-
modations. The unvei]ing at
the cemetery attracted 859
Union veterans, and the
EXpense c:ftranspnrﬁng them to
Cold Harbor ($11,109.12) was

near]_],.r three times the cost of

the enti re monument.

land during the lifetime of the J.£.B Stuart monument on what is left of the Yellow
Tavern battlefield.

veterans made 1t espeeia]]_}r dif-
ficult for those who desired to
place monuments. On two occa-
sions this forced the surmvivors to

ennseinusl}r sett]e for less than per-

fect locations. At the Cold Harbor

themselves and their comrades.
That unit had taken wvirtually
un]:breeedented casualties on June
3, 1864, 4a VEArs later a party of

veterans returned for the dedica-

There are other monuments
around the area battlehields that
receive even less attention. The
veterans of Parker’s Battery--a

enmpan_}rcr artillerists mnst]_}r H’um



Monuments...

Richmond--placed a marker along
the lines at Bermuda Hundred,
The battery
defended that reginn for near]:.r ten
months in 1864 and 1865. The
marker 15 on land now owned by

Richmond National Battlebield

Pnrk, hut 1t 1s so ohscure that visi-

south of town.

tors rarely find the site. No one
even knows precisely when the
veterans erected the stone.

There have been two hattlefield
monuments at Yellow Tavern. The
first appeared within weeks of
General J. E. B. Stuart's mortal
wounding. Willlam W. Blackford,
Fermer]_].r of the generars stn}T,
raised a very tall wooden cross on
the spot. It quie]{]}r disappeared.
The permanent monument on the
spot, now surrounded by houses,

dates from 1888,

Many readers will recngnize the

so-called "Freeman markers” that
crop up all around Richmond’s
battlefields. A]ﬂ'lc:ug]‘l lI'I.E_}? cannot

qua]if}’ a4s monuments, t|'|e:g..r repre-

d -

e rarely seen 56t Wieonain monu-
ment morth of Cold Harbor,

sent a very eur]_}-'. pre-Natiﬂnn]
Park Service system of interpretn-

;'cbmond?
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tion. Two RBA supporters, Sam
Craghead and Bernie Fisher, have
been local pioneers in documenting
those markers and working toward
their preservation. Fisher main-
tains an interesting wehsite on
them that can be seen at http://free-
manmarkers.home.comcast.net

Finally, in recent years the local
national park has permitted the
placement of two regular battle-
field monuments. One honors the
men of Cadmus Wilcox'’s Alabama
brigade. It sits in the woods at
Gaines's Mill, on the ground where
that hrigade stormed over the
Union defenses. The other 1s for
the 2nd Connecticut
Artillery, which served as infantry
at Cold Harbor. That monument 1s
in the middle of the June 1, 1864,
hattlefield at Cold Harbor.

There are two schools of thought

Heavy

Pennsylvania Monument

THE 1909 MONUMENT

[The ftollowing excerpts are from
two of the speeches delivered by vet-
erans at the unvei“ng ot the
Fennsyh'ania monument at Cold
For

the most part they retlect the rosy

Harhnr exuct]_}r 95 Years ago.

g]nw of gnnd will that surrounded so
many of these ceremomes.]

"1 want to 54y that there is not or
never was a nation that produced
soldiers better than those who wore
BLUE and GRAY in our Civil War-
-and each man of those armies hon-
estly believed that he belonged to the
best regiment in the service. This
monument 15 dedicated to
Fennsl}rh’aninns whao fnught on this
field....As ]nng s histnnf 15 written,
the deeds of the Pennsylvanians on
this held will not be rnrgntten."
Theodore A, Worrall, Co. B, 97th
Pennsyl\rania InFantry.

“This monument that you here
dedicate to the valor of your troops
on the fatetul da_}r mscribed thereon
will be as sate and as tree from van-
dalism as it erected any where in
your splendid Keystone state...We

welcome you to this historic sn“,

made famous by the heroic deeds of
yvour Pennsylvania troops....If time
permitted, | could tell you a story of
sacriice and toil, of courage and
endurance on the part of the penp|e
in lower Hanover County that
would thrill your souls with admira-
tion for as noble a people, who in all
the tide of time, have met defeat and
disaster. From the desclation and
ashes of war they have bumlt com-
tortable hnmes; have erected schoal-
houses and churches; have dehed
the VEry tates and |aug|1ed at impns-
sibihties. Again permit me on behalt
of the Lee Camp of Confederate
Veterans of Richmond, to welcome
you in your pious duty of guarding
the memories of your fallen com-
rades. The survivors of those terri-
ble conflicts should umte and see
that thiz battle grnund. twice
watered with the blood of brave
men who exemplihied all the heroic
qualities of American soldiers is
marked, and preserved as well as
Antietam and Gettyshu rg." John
Lamb, a Confederate veteran rep-
resenting the R. E. Lee Camp
United Confederate Veterans.
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is published [or the RBA
membership at PO, Box
13945, Richmond, VA 23225,
The web address 1s:
www saverichmondbatt le-
fields.org. The RBA is char-
tered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. All contribu-
tons are tax deductible. A
linancial statement 15 avail-
able, upon request, from the
Virginia Ollice of Consumer
Alfairs.

The Richmond Battlefelds
Association Board of
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Dravvid M. West
Freqonrer
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20304 Annual Meeting | Still more

F!.lthnugh the RBA's annual
meeting in June must qualty as
"old news," 1t deserves a para-
graph or two in SUMMAry tor the
members who were unable to
attend. This year's gathering
occurred at the Willis United
Methodist Church  on  the
Frayser's Farm/Glendale battle-
field. We were privileged to have
William .J. Miller, a member of
the RBA's onginal board of direc-
tors, as the spe:ﬂcer and tour
leader.

After an intrnductnry tu"c,
Miller led an eager crowd of
about 60 battleheld trampers on a

wu"cing tour of the June 3[],

YES!

1862, battlehield. In addition to
stops on the National Park
Service property, the participnnt.s
also viewed the core of the battle-
field on the historic Whitlock
Farm. This private property (not
generally accessible to the publc,
but open to us because of Miller's
cordial relatio n.ship with the
landowner) proved to be the high-
hght of the tnp. Bill Miller's vast
knnw|edge of the site and of the
battle made this an extraordinary
tour. With hindsight, we also
know how fortunate we were to
have sunny skies. June 12 was, in
tact, the best weekend weather

da_}r il'l Richmnm‘] -.IJI SUummer.

Monuments

on the matter of modern battlefield
monuments. While monuments
undeniah]y clutter the historic
landscape, they also lend legitima-
oy to the battlefields in the eyes of

casual visitors. When places like
Malvern Hill, Mechanicsville, and
the North Anna River hattlefields
do not have a single battlefield
monument, it sometimes is a chal-
|Enge to convince the nc:n-sp-eciuL
ized public that the importance of a
battlefield is not measured by the

number of monuments on the field.

I WANT TO HELP PRESERVE OUR NATION'S HERITAGE, PLEASE SIGN ME UP.
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Type of Membership:
1 51000 Benelactor
Additional Contribution: e

[ 5500 Patron [ 5250 Sustaining Member

3 S100 Active Member

O $35 Annual Member

Please return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Association

Mail completed form to: Richmond Battlefields Association, P.O. Box 13945 Richmond, Virginia 23225
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