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Battle of Frayser 5 Farm

Frayser's Farm. Glendale.
MNelson's Farm. White Oak
Swamp. Riddell's Shop. Charles
City Crossroads. Each is a Icgi,:i,-
mate name for the next-to-lase bat-
tle of the Seven Days Campaign.
The confusion in something =0 sim-
ple as the name sets the tone for any
study of the June 30, 1862, battle
and helps demonstrate just how
confusing the day's
events were to the

participants.
Owver the years
historians have

igrtrd onJ}" on a few
simple points. By
any yardstick the
momentum of the
Peninsula
Ca:npa.i.gn had shift-
ed when the armies
reached the June 30
battlefield. Four
days
Federal army could
see Richmond and
retained the initia-
tive. Ninety-six
hours later seven
divisions of that
same army uneasily
prepared
defenses on the roads leading to the
key intersection at Riddell's Shop,
nrarly 15 miles
Richmond. The James River and
the safery of Federal warships lay
less than three miles to the south.
But aggressive pursuit by the
Confederate army lr.:pt the Union
columns from a ltisuru]}- march to
the rver. Instead, those seven divi-
sions, representing four of the

earlier, the

Sflying.
their

WWwWw.save

southeast of

The original Frayaer Howe
burned in the early T9.
18800 sketeh aboww part qf te farm
complex, aeen from tbe Williv Cherch
Road, The Glendale National Cemetery
& wtaible in the n:-,rﬁf-rm!n; itk fb(_.l'?.zlg

army's five carps, ta.l} scattered
.':I.I.‘H:H.Inf.:l gua.rding ll!h: threes rn::lal.'ls !:I-_:,-'
which the Southern army might
approach the bottleneck at Riddell's
Shop.

Ar White Oak Swamp, two miles
northeast of the intersection, a pair
of Federal divisions blocked the
path of a suddenly lethargic
Swonewall Jackson. Well to their

Thia

left (Jackson's right), General
H:nr:l.-' Slocum  monitored  the
Charles City Road and kept

Conlederates there from reaching
the intersection. Sill Farther to the
left, generals Kearny, McCall and
Hooker eyed the Long Bridge Road
and the direct approaches from
Richmond. John Sedgwick's
Second Corps division gathered in

reserve around "Glendale," former-

ly the Frayser farm but by 1862 the
property of the Nelsons.

Whether or not R. E. Lee recog-
nized the significance of the inter-
section remains debated, yet he
surely understood that June 30 rep-
resented his last hope of arresting
the Union retreat short of the
James River. The 30th was Leea's
wedding anniversary, and he spent
the day command-
ing his nation's
largest army in its
Eg}.lt to drive away
an  enemy army
from the portals of
Richmond. Instead
of Mrs. Lee, the
general had
Confederate presi-
dent Jelferson
Davis as his day-
companion,
The anxious presi-
dent had ridden out
from Richmond to
monitor the army’s

!DILE

pProgress.
With  Jackson
stalled at White

Oak Swamp and
General Benjamin
Huger inactive on
:he Charles City Road. Lee pinned
his hopes on the divisions of A. P
Hill and James Longstreet.
Pushing eastward up the Long
Bridge Road, Longstreet's men
found McCall's body af
"Pennsylvania Reserves" shielded
by & menacing line of artillery on
the  Whitlock Farm. The

| Continmed iy page 2
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Annual Meeting Offers Rare
Chance to See Whitlock Farm

Az announced in the last newslet-
ter, the RBA's annual meeting this
year falls on Saturday, June 12
The Board of Directors has elected
to hold the meeting on the
Frayser's Farm/Glendale battle-
field. The historical portion of the
meeting promises to be rewarding
for those in attendance. William JJ.
Miller, an original board member of
the RBA and a widely respected
historian of the Seven Days battles,
will deliver a talk on the penulei-
mate battle of the campaign. He
then will lead a walking tour of the
battlefield. The tour will cover the
southern two-thirds of the battle-
field, including a visit to the pri-
vately owned Whitlock Farm,
scene of the heaviest action of the
battle. On that ground George
McCall's Pennsylvania Reserves
division crossed bayonets with
Southern troops from the divisions
of James Longstreet and A. P. Hill
in a famous Fght that resulted in
the capture of more than a dozen
Federal cannon. The tour will
cover about 2 miles roundtrip,
some of it through meoderately
ruugh terrain,  Please prepare

accordingly.

After the talk and tour, RBA
members are cru:uumgfl:] to attend
the business meeting, where mem-
bers of the Board will talk about the
status of the organization and
answer questions.

Willis Methodist Church on
Route 156 (Willis Church Road)
will be the dx_}"s hase uFupera.tiuns.

FEEITEY L

Mr. Miller's talk will begin at 10:00
a.m., and the walking tour will end
at approximately 1:00 pm. The
talk and tour are free to everyone
and will take place regardless of the
weather. The RBA will provide
light refreshments during the day.
Please feel welcome to attend, and
bring any interested non-members
as well.
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Thiv map (adapted from a National Park Service towr map) sbowe Willio Church,

Battle of Frayser’'s Farm
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Conlederates attacked. Their drive
up the road precipitated some of
the war's mest prolonged hand-to-
hand combat. Men such as
Cadmus Wilcox, George Meade,
Micah Jenkins, and John C.
Robinson won accolades for their
work commanding brigades on this
field. Meade Fell wounded while
supervising his brigade in the fight
for control of some artillery. The
Pennsylvania Reserves finally
broke. Longstreet's division fell
apart once its energy was spent. A
P. Hill's six brigades took up the
contest against Kearny's Union
division. All of this action raged on
a narrow front of open ground

¢xlen&in.g on both sides of the Lun,l_;

Bridge Road.

On at least one occasion the
Southern infantry penetrated [ar
enough east to see the Willis
Church Road. Confederate posses-
sion of the road would have put
Lee’s men astride the Union army’s
preferred route of retreat. But the
tantalizing target proved to be
beyond reach. Aline of blue-clad
a.rtil]cr_',' stationed aiung the rcmd
swept the fields west of the Nelson
House and prevented the
Confederate infantry from reaching
the road. Aging carps commander
Edwin V. Sumner, acting as unofh-
cial army commander in General
MeClellan’s absence, coordinated
the resistance in front of the Nelson
House.

Asn every prnl'i.uus battle of the -

Seven Days Campaign, darkness
forced the combatants to end the
fght, Jubilant Confederates count-
ed more than a dozen captured can-
non  among their da}"a tmphits.
They also snared division com-
mander George McCall in the con-
fusing twilight along the Long
Eridgr. RBoad. The Federals con-
soled themselves |:r_1,.r remcmf:!cri:ng
that their stout defense prevented
any great disaster. The Willis
Church ERoad, threatened but
un;::mf:rﬁmised. remained open For
the retreat past Willis Church and
on to Malvern Hill. Each side suf-
fered casualties in the 3200 to 3700
range, for a total of 6400 to 7400
men killed, wounded, and captured.
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A Cannon Speaks

In recent months a fine account
af the June 30 fight from the pen of
a Confederate officer has surfaced.
Licutenant E. W. Cannon served in
the Sixth South Carolina Infantry
of Micah Jenkins's brigade. Some
ol the better portions of his memoir
are excerpted here:

"Late in the evening we were
ordered to assemble...and charge
the ¢nemy....About this time
Wilcox came up with his Alabama
Brigade and asked which troops we
were, He said General Anderson
who was in charge of Division had
ordered him to charge the enemy
We joined him and went forward at
a rum,

It is at this point that my experi-
ence as a wounded Confederate
Soldier beging, We caprured all the
Artillery, and killed all the horses.
Some of the Artillerymen stood to
their guns and fired even in our
faces. We were now about ten feet
from the guns and those
Artillerymen who were not killed,
fled behind the Infantry and opened
on our ranks....It was at this time as
| finished replacing my large seven
chambered pistol, having emptied it
at short range, that my right leg was
broken by 2 minnie ball....

I had a perfect horror of being
captured and although 1 had only
one leg [ started back with our line
and ktpt up pretty well for sevenly
five yards or more, when from the
loss of blood and the fact that my
foot was dangling as | hopped, 1 felt
like fainting and stopped and laid
down. [ was soon in the hands of
the enemy....One ceowd got my
pistol, but they had already gotten
the contents. Another trowd tock
my sword belt and’ .ippear!d

d(:h‘]ylzd when they s qw 5. I:». Vol.

cifine: hhﬁ,., :

had charged a short time before, the
old 'Rebel Yell' 1 could see our
men emerging from the woods with
line broken, but velling as if in a fox
hunt.....

All this time the officers of this
fresh line were calling to their men
to he stcad}'. The command was
given to fire by file. This command
was 0 different from our way of fir-
ing in time of battle thar T watched

Owr line passed over me and drove
the enemy from their position.
Might coming on a Feeling of help-
lessness and loneliness came over
m.h

[surgeons amputated Lieutenant
Cannon's leg in Richmond. Just
twenty years old at the time of the
batile, he survived to attend the
1896 Confederate reunion in
Richmond |
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A well known whetch, executed at the time, abowing infantry and antillery of Slecum s

ivtaition blocking the progress of Benjamin Higerds diviion on the Charles City Road.

them very closely. It was now late
in the evening and the cartridges
used then was powder and ball
wrapped with paper. You had to
bite off the powder end and ram
[the] cariridge down. Being direct-
Iy in front of their line the fire from
the burning paper was falling all
over me. My hat was by my side, so
many having examined it. My face
being uncovered, a tall soldier with
auburn hair and a large mustache
stepped out of ranks, handed my
hat to me and said, 'put it over your
face to keep the fire out...." When
the line broke I could not help rais-
ing up and giving a gnr:d old 'Rebel
Yell." helping on _the stampede.
They were- r!infurc'ed and rallied at
thc wnuda a.buut t].u'tﬁ hundrrd

) mmng:l:u:
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Frayser’'s Farm/Glendale

At that time, for a few hours at
least, it counted as the third largest

battle in
American  his-
tory. Malvern
Hill would

supplant it the

following day.
The battle-
field today
largely is
unchanged.
Individual
homes and

planned devel-
opments  are
springing  up
all around the
battlefield, but

none has yet ruined the primary
portion of the battlefield.
MNational Park Service owns nearly
100 acres on the battlefield's south-

The

A good view of the Baitle of Eravoers Farm/Glendale. The aketeh shouws Second Corpa
frivpe facing west, boward Confederate infantry surging out-of the trees on the Whithaok
Farm. Willie Church (aite of the RBAYS annual meeting) i on the Left.

ern tip, where Hooker's division
Fell upon an exposed Confederate
Hank at one point during the battle,
But the frantic pace of development

has prompted
the Civil War
Preservation
Trust to place
the Frayser's
Farm battle-
hield 0n il:s
2004 list of the
nAation's ten
most  endan-
gered  battle-
Fields, The

permanent fate

of this feld
will be decided
in  the wvery

near FI.I.EIJ:I'E.
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Please return completed membership form with a check payable to: Richmond Battlefields Assaciation
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