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Gaines's Mill Issue:

Gaines’s Mill: Lee’s First Victory

Fnr six hours on June 27, 1862,
neady 100,000 men fought one of the
deadliest battles of the Civil War, Now
called the Batfie of Gaines's Ml i &
best known amog historians and ste
dents as the firsd major victory in the
distinguished career of Confederate
commander F. E. Leel One can apply
other supedaties == well It was the
seomd largfest battle in Amedcan his-
toy up to that point, and it was the
largest single attack eover delivered by
Lec. Few subsequent batfles matched
the appalling casualty mbe of Gainess
Mill Most important, that bloody af)
ternoon launched the Confederate
army on a wave of momentum that
shifted the entie emphasis of the war
in Virginia and remained unbroken for
a full yoar, Viewed in this light the
bitter action at Gainess Mil stands out
as the showpiece event of the Seven
Days Campaign,

George McClellan's Army of the
Potormac stood east and north of ok
mond that June, uncomfrtably astride
the swampy gash kmown as the
Chickahominy River. McClellan's
commitment to the Richmond and
Yok River Hailroad as his primary line
of supply hampered his fedbility prog
tecting] that artery dictated the nature
of the gmemls plans for the captum
of Richmond. R E. Lec latched upon
that fact and drew up a  plan that called
for “Stonewall” Jacksen to bring his
army from the Shenandoah Valley and
threaten the railroad while the primary
Confedemte force confronted
McClellan east of Richmond. That
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Givaes o Ml taelf, aeen im this 8805 amage, was nebudlt after the war

combination would force the Union
army inbe either a mieat o &n epic
battle. Either alternative looked hetd
ter than a siege of the capital city.

Although Lee and Jackson did not
opemte st peak efficiency at fist, they
achicved their objective. On June 27
their united force of approximately
50,000 men cun\lfrgcd on the Union
Fifth Corps, commanded by i John
Porter. MeClellan already had aband
doned his milmwad lne, and had left
Porter behind as a specdbump in Lee's
path., With their backs to the
Chickshominy, the 25000 men o the
Fifth Comps faced difficult odds on the
sultty afternoon of the 27, Porter ar-
ranged a stout defense. The United
States Regulars anchored his right,
Geage  Morell's division held his left,
and McCalls division of Pennsylvania
Reserves stood in support. A powerd
ful concentratimn of wel-served areil)
lery| buttressed the line,

Lee mmained umaware of the par

ticulars of the Union defense, but a
glance at the map caused him to  reald
ize the great physical advantage his
army enjoyed. Swinging into action,
Lee began the fight with the six b
gaded of A, P His divislon. Once his
men became engaged in the woods
Iltl:lg Bostswain'sl Creck, Lee fd more
troops into the battle, Fivwe of James
Longstreet’] six brgades moved up on
Hill's right, whilt Jackson brought his
own divisions in on the Confederate
left. The resulfing blast of smal arms
fire impressed those who survived it
After the war many veterans listed
Gaines's Mill as the loudest batfleficld
they had experienced.
Heenforcemenid patched up the
lines for both sides as the sun sank.
Slocum's division crossed the siver and
boosted Porter's force to about 34,000,
while Lee brought up the last of
Jackson's troops. In a final hasty
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The Battle of Gaines’s Mill

Letter of 1 Sgt. Edward 0. Wright, Co. D, 5" New York (Duryée's| Zouaves)

Fallowing the bloody battle of
Gainess Mill on June 27, 1862, the
colorfo Iy uniformed 5 New York
Zouaves won praise from friend and
for alike for the manner in which they
repeatedly counterartacked the advanc]
ing units of General Maxcy Gregg's
South Cardlina brigade. A voteran of
the 1"8C, Hifles called the Fouave
omslanght “the most despemte chargd
I ever witnessed in the war.” The
ground on which this fierce clash took
place & cumently privately owned, and
threatened with development. An
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canister at shott range) andl with bord ,  of it) could hardly walk, we were taken

rible execution; they were completely
mowed down at every discharge, and

were scattered in utter confusion. Two

of our men were killed and two

wounded by this battery in conseq

quence of their firing at such a low
range.

In about twenty minutes the
rebels came out of the woods again, and
no sooner did our Colonell [, K] War
ren] see them than he ordered us out
into the fed, when the men went out
with a resh and a yel, miyng Sofkd

copt from & postbattle letter describes | their colors, which were planted in
the action from the New ‘:':;rkers'lu-r.l | front, and the way the recbels

spective, Its author, 23-year-old Edd
ward Wright, was mortally wounded
two months later in the batfle of Sec
ond Manassasl

WJust before the battle of the
2701 put my knapsack in one of the
company wagons, with a number of
others, and have not seen it since. W
fell back as far as Cold Harbor, de-
stroying everything in the shape of
commissary stores that we could not
take along, and fnally formed i posid
tion to reccive the onsct of the enemy,
who we knew would seon be up.

Wel lay here in the hot sun for
two hours before any signs became
manifest of the eneny's appeamnees;
suddenly our pickets came running in
from the woods below us; the ‘rehs] mn
up a section of a battery, unfimbered,
and opemed upon us, while a regiment
of infaniry c-e to the edge of the
woods and pelted away, whilt we e
tumed the fire with interest, compel
ling them to seck the cover of their fad
vorite undebrsh., . . AL 3 o'clock the
rebel guns were nearly silenced, and
our regiment was drawn some rlisr..u.m_-d
off to the left of our origina position,
and drawnl up in 2 naww lane seme
what protected by thatch fences on o
ther side. In our rear were plnted six
Kapolean guns, which had done splend
did execution so far| and soon we saw
a rchel regiment advancing, under
cover of the woods, by the flank, evi-
dently intending to get to our rear if
possible,. This whde battery| immedid
ately opened upon them with grape and

skedaddled for the woods wasa caud

tion for all rash individuals. The

ground was covered with their dead
and dying, and 1 distinetly remember

seeing one unfortunate secesh  drop,ad
1 took my ritld from my shoulder, a3
he was making the tallest kind of time

for the woods,

Our men fired with great ra-

| pidity, and as the mhels were comrded
among the trees and underbrush,

scarcely a shot failed of effect. Here

mecn WwWCIrc

Cape| [William| T Partridge| of Co. I
was shot dead, by rashly exposing humd
self in front of all his men; but the man
that shot him in turn received the con-

tents of fifteen or cighteen rifles, and

fell like a Jog.... Maj. [Harmon D.]
Hulls lind home was shot from under
him. Coll Wamen's was wounded three

times, but did not drop| He himself had °

his cap shot off with a nifld ball but
was not injured. I do not beliewe there
is a staff in the army equal to ours, The
regiment had now bemn under fie for

four or fiwe hours; we had lost a great
many in killed sndl wounded, ;pd the

searcely able to stand; and ;4 another
regiment came up to relieve us, we fell
back on the hi, where we opected a
little rest.
In less than five minites, Coll
Warren came dashing up, and ordered
Lt. Coll [Hiram] Duryea t0 marchl yg
to the ficld again, and althoogh onr
pieces from constant use had become
s0 foul that half of them were unfit for
service, and the regiment (what was left

w exhansted iz to be

back under fire of the enemy, and kept
there until dark| supporting] a bartery|
of artilley| of ten pieces, which fired
oty unds to each piece, holding the
enemy in check untl all our forces had
left the field. We now fell back amile

and a half, where our division hiv

ouacked for the night.. 7
Brian C. Pobanka) o member of the
: RB:!.:J Boar?2 of Dﬂln:fardj et wrfffnj a8
bistory of the 5% New York Zouaves.

pl=rmt e sy

Pair of Richmond
Battle fields Make
Most Endangered [isl
(Richmond, Va.) - Two loml Civil

War sites were declared among the ten

most endangered battleficlds in the
nation hj' the Civill Wad Preservation

Trast (CWPT) and the Richmond

Battlefields Association [(RBA). The

two battleficlds, Gaines's Mill and
Cold Harbor, were identified in
CWIPT's anmual report on the status
of America's Civil War battlefields,
“We need to act quickly to save
America’s battleficlds,” remarked
CWPT President James Lighthizer.
“Without swift and decisive action,
sites like Gaines's Mill and Cold Har-
bor will be litle more than a memaory

within a few years.” "The Gaines's

Mill/Cold Hathor batflefields offer an

unmatched preservation  opportunity,”
RBA spokesman Robert F| Krick

 added. “Leec's first great victory in

1862 unfolded on the same ground
where Grant suffered brutal losses
1864, This i= an incompamble appory
tunity to save two major battleficds in
a single site,

The report, entitled  Americad Hol
Endangered Battlefielis| s the ten most
endangered  battlefields in the nation

! and what can be dme to save them

The battiefirlds were chosen based on

geographic location, military 5i51:_ﬁ-|
cance and the immediacy of currenmt

threats| Thd two battleficldd overlap,
and were considered as a single site in

the report.
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Battlefield for Sale...in 1862?

T he following advertisement from
the October 22, 1862, Richmond
Dispatch  represents the plight of
many families whose comfortable
prosperity disappeared as a result
of the Seven Days battles.

“For sale privately...thaf valu-
able farm, known by the name of
Springfield,’ on which Mrs. Watt
resided, containing about three
hundred and sixty acres: about 100
acres of low grounds, some 30 of
which are cleared and set in grass;
and about 70 in oak, hickory ash,
and maple timber, of fine quality}
about 180 scres of uplands are
cleared and in fme heart, and about
80 acres are in upland timber. This
farm has on it a good dwelling, with
seven rooms, besides passages and |
closets; gquarters for thirty-five to |
forty-five servants, stables, corn, |

NV

The Watt Howe ) yeargfter thebartld

sixty thousand pounds of hay have
been mowed from the meadow, and
are for sale on the farm at this
time.... Termd made known on day
of sale. Geol Watt, Agent.”
Today the Watt House is the
centerpiece of the National Park

carriage, smoke, and kitchen ' Service property at the Gaines's

houses. The dwelling and some of
the other homes were damapged by
the shelling of Fridays battle, the
27th of July [sic]. The land is finely

Mill battlefield. Approximately 60
acres surround the old home. The
rest of the original farm, once for
sale less than four months after the

watered with springs and running battle, remains in private ownerd

streams in every field Upwards of

Annual Meeting

| Saturda}'. June &, 2002

The annual business meeting will be held at the Old Log |
Cabin behind the Fort Harrison visitor center at 2:00pm|
Parking is available at the Fort Harrison visitor center.
Check the websitd for directions.

ship.

RBA Annual Tour

| Thursday, June 27, 2002

Come tour the Gaines's Mill Battlefield with Ed

Bearss and Robert E. L. Krick 140 years to the
day ....to the hour .. .. after the battle!

The walking tour is FREE

| The tour will begin at 6:30pm|sharp at the Watt House on
the Gaines's Mill Battlefield.

Check the websitel for further updates.
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£ upuhi'u:hrﬂ.l for the RRA

membership at F.0) Box
1¥M5, Richmond, VA
23225 The web address is:

WL
The RBA is chartered a a
501{e)(F) non-profit crganii
zation] Al contributions zra
tax deductible. A financial
statement is available, upan
request, from the Virginial
OFfice of Consumer A fairs.

The Richmond Battlefields
Association Board|
of Directors
Julie A, Krick
EPresident]
Derek E. Leakd
Vicel President
David M. West
T-"I'IHIII'KI‘
Patricia Walenistal
Seeredary]
Claude Foster
. Hobson Goddinl
Robert I Krck
William J. Milled
Don Pierce e
Brian Pohankd | |
Fobinl Reed
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.. ..Lee's First Victory

assault, the Confedemte infantry used
momentum and fird discipline to force
its way through the Fedeml lines at  twol
spots. Unlon and Confederate
tions matched cach other with courage
and daring The heroe charge of John
B. Hood's “Texas Brigade” offset the
unflinching stand of Butterfields beid
gade on the Union left. Jackson's old

forma-

“Stoncwall Brigade,” inextricably

mixed with Alsbamians, North Carod
liniams, Georglans, and Marylanders,
fught at short mnge with the HRegud
lars and others,

By sumset Porters force had lost
two dozen canmon and the battiefield,
Darkness shiclded the retreat to the
southern bank of the Chickahominy
River, Lee's army had tdumphed in a

direct fontal attack agsinst partially

il fw

entrenched defenders, but counted

9000 men killed and wounded as the
pemalty, Porters casualtes numbeed
about 6000, of which approximately
one-third were captured. Expressed
another way, there were 13,000 men
shot in six hours, or, one man shot  ev-
ery 166 seconds over the course of an
entie aftemoon. Gaines's Ml marked
the debut in Viiginia of a mome terdble
form of warfare. Later that weck a cap-
tain in one of the United States regid
mentd struggled to put his thoughts and
memories on paper; “Tou can perhaps
imagine but never pealize the =cenes..a
railroad accident is slight compared
with i The worst of nightmares, if
you should wake up suddenly and find
it 4|] true, & not as bad; it haunts me

like a nightmare yet.”

...Endangered Battle
fields List

Today, the fortmes of Gaines's Ml
and Cold Harbor continue to ovedap,
Because of their prodmity to  Fichd
mond and Interstate 295, the twin
battieficlds fce imminent threat fom
development. Three housing developd
ments litter the permeter of Gainess
Mill, and the upper half of Cad Har-
bor is already lost beyond recall. A
housing development, hauntingly
called “The Fields of Cold Harbar,” is
currently unden emstrocton.

‘These battlefields are the last  fand
gible reminders of sacrifices made by
those whoe wore the blue and gray,”
Lighthizer noted. “When we destroy
the land, we destroy the memory of that
sacrifice.”
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