Batt

lefie

Pt 3 T Ofrfiocial B L e b L o#

[ zc/omond ’

I_l HEZ

FROQMNT

lds:

n May LBBZ, with its armiles
hard pressed, and [reguently
by Federal forees, and
with the largest army) in Uniled Stales
history to that pdntﬂrnﬂ@rmihﬂ

ern =5ail

beaten,

and meeting  inelTective

oppesdticn, (he governmjent of the con-
fecderate States of America prepared o
a.ba,nduﬂlln capital eity, Richmond,
Virginia Workers packed up stale
documents and sent them South The
treasiry prepared Lo move 15 assels.
President Jelferson Davis sent his wilel
andd childrenl 1o Norh Carolina. Bul at
amesling with the president and his
l.'-ll!i'l'll:t.l the wamby :I.'!m.l.lllll:[ Ceneral
Robert E. Lee offered an impassioned
Protest -pue] PlﬂJ part defration-l hat
“Richmond most nat b given up”
Thus the die was cast. The Cond
Tede rates would .E;]'.'I.t for Richmond
that year, and the next and the next.
The Federals would never shilt the
Confederate capital very far from the
center of their strategic thmlun‘ and
mrougm thie Var series of groer-

Caaey s Hﬂ‘.m.’lr it the Twon Howoes, wao overran fy e vl'..-Jr:l"et-'rmfm ine [ é.'.r{!.lff of Sevem Pinas,

were in the last dilch inspired the Ceom-

Welcome to our First Issue

This s tle ™nrsi'issue Jiols
Richmond|IBsttlefieldd Association
newsletter “On  Richmond'd Batile
Lime™., the directors of the Associa-
ldan hope thal you enjoy this premier
ispe aned Al future jsses One nole
ol interest is our masthead, each is-
sue will feature a different historic
phaota frem the Mrlﬂlld‘ h‘&ttit*
fields. Thisue the photo is the guns
qf mc;nl:-'* Batlery ] lst PA

federate delenders o supreme elforts,
ohjec-
within reach and
u_nchynmnd_mg all thal the capture al
Richmond wouldl mean 10 their caume,
fought as well, or better, around Rich-
mond as it did anywhere else in the

eastern theater.

while the Federals, seting (heir

tive almast
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“Previvus generations bave done gwﬂ and conacientious Mcclall.u.n .|
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and Gettusburg and elsewbere, RB&Premdant Julie - general to come
Kridk says, “but they Jﬂﬁw well at R.rr.ﬁm.rrc.?

als in blue would grasp at the baggest
prize available to them: Richmand. Az
3 resudl,

fame a place af carnage. In II:I:I!.'!LI‘J'I.'I‘.‘[:
30 engagements, t‘nc}nlhn" mprmuu4

haiiles ke Seven Pines, Gaines's Mil,
Malvern Hill and Cold, Harbor,
100,000 men Fell casualty] Survivors|

apoke of the .rvrun-tyl D.F.L}IJ [EETAATEY .' hi'mﬂl seaution

around Richmond] Kiawing that they
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Lighe Arvlilery,y posilionedbehindihe
earthworks erected after the Battle of]
& v oen

George B.
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| enabled l.l:l.t |
Confederates to steal the initiative.

wverichmondbattlefields. org



i

chmond s

Fnomwor

e

Richmond Battlefield Preservation

T ool el o Ffore
future AT,

Pihngndy. ..

ii published for the BER
membership at 2.0, Boxl
13945, Richmond, VA|
23225, The web addresd =]
WS

The RBA is chartered as a
Hl{edFInon-profit
organization. AU contribu
thons ard tax deductible. &
financial statement is
available, upon request, -
from the Virginiaoffice of
consumer fyira]

The Richmond Battlefields

Association Board
of  THreclors
&lie Krickl
President
Derek Leals
Vicel President
David West
Thewsured
PatWalemnisal
Sﬂ-r'\lrﬁ.lr_\r
Clawde Foster
Hobsonl Goddinl
Robert K] Krick
" Don Pierca '
Arian Pohankal
Robinl Reed
Steven Stankey

¥ 5\1:’:!.';_:‘&15{!‘ el Malverd B juhovel winiadd B s

or more than half a century after

the Civil War ended, the nume rous

battlefields around Richmond
remained as the armies had left them. \g;-
tors to Seven Pines enjoyed guided tours of
the field and took home artifacts 8 memen«
toes of their visit, Veterans walked the
ground at Cold Harbor and marvelledat the
zig-zag ford&cations they had built decades
before. Those history-laden sites stoodin no
immediate threat of extinction, yer their pres-
ervation became a subject of growing local
concern. In the years imme diately following
World War One that sentiment swelled into
action. Bichmonders banded together to
identify, mark, aml protect some of the more
visible spots in the thousands of battlefield
acresoutside Bic hmond.,

Moted historian and ne wspaperman]Jog-
glad] Southall Freeman-still many years shy
of receiving his first Pulitzed prize-stood as
the most prominent member of what became
the Richmond Battlefield Parks Corporation
a spin-off from the Rotary| Club of Richd
mond, The Rotarans erected about five
dozen markers on the area battlefields as a
method of bringing public attention to the
historic sites. By 1928, the corporation
moved ahead still more and began to collect
pamels of hattlefield land. Withinlfouryears
the group had gathered 572 acres that bed
came, in time, the keystone of the national
park at Richmond.

The Richmond Battlefield Parks Corpo-
ration turned over its holdings to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia)for conversion into a

state park, in 1332 But the United States
WarDepartment also recommend ed setting
aside those acres as the core of a new na-
tional park. Nearly 2000 additional acres
woull round-out the process, making a large
and useful battlefield park. Although the
Richmomd MNational Battlefield Park was
born in 1936, the extra acres were omitted,
leaving Richmond as one of the smallest
battlefield paris in the country, Meanwhile
Seven Pines was destroyed in the] 930, vie-
tim to the spraw lassociated with theairport
and its associated military base. Mostofthe
serpentinecarthworld at Bethesda Church,
s0 admired by returning veterans, were ohlic]
erated in the 1980"s and | 9%90's]

In recent years the aspect of affairshas
changed|For more than 50 years the park's
options to preserve baltlefields were limited
It could receive donated lands, or use dod
nated fundsd to buy land, but it could not Ji-
rectly|purchase threate nedbattle fiel dprop
erty|at any price. In the decade 1991- 20101,
local and nati onal organizations,e.g) the As
sociation for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiguities| aud the Civil War Trust) secured
for donation to the park approximately 1000
acres to add to the park-owned 768 acres,
Authority for the National Park Service to
use federal fundd to buy laud wascreated by
Congressional legislation in 2000, The same
legislation has created a fixed boundary that
identifies more than 7000 battlefieldl acres
around Richmond. Those new authorizas
tions provide the framework for futurepres.
ervation|efforts in the Bichmond area. Given
willing sellers and available funding| (some-
times a difficult combination to achieve),
Bichmond NBP nowitself can enter thepres4
ervation arena.

Eighty years ago protecting battlefie lds
firsi became au issue around Bichmond, [n.
terstatel highways, tanning parlors, and fast
food buildings probably were bevond
anyone’s imagination| Back theo it was a
matter of drawing attention to the sites. Now
it is a contest to protect as much of the surd
viving hartlefields s pessible before they in-
evitably fall prey to the expansion of
Virginia's capital city.
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interfere with these plans until June 25, [862)
when, having gotren) wind of Lee's aggres-
sive intentions, he lannched a probe of the
Confederatd lines west of Seven| Pines. This
small battle, called Oak Grove or King'd
School House, was later dubbed “the battle
of casualties” because it produced nothing
exeept 1,000 killed, wounded gr missing.

The next day, June 26, Lee launched
his offensive. [t would come to be called the
Seven Days Battles. For a week the two
armies would bludgeon eachl other, maneu-
ver and then bludgeon again. At Heaver Dam
Croek (Mechanicsville) MeClellan'sd Federal s
stood firm aml punished Les’s attackers. The
next day, June 27, at Gaines’s Mill, the
Federals again held off the Southerners un-
til late in the day Lee was able to put all hiq
men into line and drive forward, This was
the bloodizst hattle fought in the east to that
point, second in slavghter anly to Shiloh. Lee
lost 000 men in an aftermoon. The Federals
lost 6,000 more.

On June 29 at Savage's Station and
again the next day at Glendale (Frayser'd
Farm), the army's clashed. On July 1, Lee
made a final/supreme’ effort to shatter the
Federal defenders at Malvern Hill The
wavesof Confederate attackers, flags flying
and weapons glinting in the sun, made a
grand spectacle as they attacked uphill
against the long] lines of Federal cannon. At
the end of the day, however, Southernlyalor
and marksmanship, both present in abun-
dance, failed to win victory. At Mahvern Hill
8,500 more Americand had Fallen) Confederd
ates predominating by| a 5:3 margin.

1864-63

Inl May 1864] Gew. U.S. Gramil again
set the Federal army's sights on Richmond)
His chief goal was Lee's army, which he
hoped to wear downland destroy. Grant un-
derstood that by |864 Lee was forced to
e his army between Richmond and
the invading Northerners, If Richmond fell
at this late stage of the war, the Confederacy
had no hope. Grant understood this, and he
was certain that Lee understood it as well
Grantdirected his efforts at Richmond.

Grantdrove the Army of the Potomac
southward into theWilderness in early May,
through Spoisyhania Court House and posi|
the North Anna River. |n the last days of
May, he had come again to Cold Harbor,
where the armies had fought almost precisely |

and Southerners fell. Many of the ﬁ.u'm;
were black troops, who fuught wp-ublj

awenl, Grant lnnnchad sttacks st Leslspre-
pared lines, and 13,000 of his men fell, at beast
7000 of the Federals on June drd alone.
Thouwsands more soldiers fell this same wesk,
from the furious cavalyy action at Haw'd
Shop (May 28,750 casualties) to the intense
infantry fighting at Bethesda Church (May
2830, 2,200 casualties).

By mid-June, the Federals had ad-
vanced so far southward i such ui-r'mg'lh tha|
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Thel Big Baulesl & Their Casualuesl
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'Cold Harbor '
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. 16,000

(May 31-Jund 12, 1854 Grant §Overbanid Campaign) | 1 '

Gaines's Mill

(Toarre 27, L’i'ﬁ_:’,l .memrd:ﬂ {-:’fﬂﬁ“.;?”j |

Seven Pines (Fair Ouks)
(Maay 31 -June I, 1862, Peminanla Campaegn)
Malvern Hill
{Juby I, 1862, Peninoula Campaign)

Direwry's Bluff

My 12-16, 1864, Bermuda Hundred Campaign)

Glendale {Frayser’s Farm)

(Fuwne 50, LRE2, Peninoela Campaign)
Seven Days Battles

(Tune 25-Tuly 1, 1862)

Lost Battlefields |
SonaPined v18omal Susain
Portions of Bethesda Churchl |

. | X |

they were able to shift their line of advance

upon Richmond to the east. They now fol-

Jowed, roughly, the path McClellan had
blazed two years earlier. In| July and August)
the armies fought at Deep Bottom on the

James River. Through the symmer and lmuj |
the autumn they coutinually clashed in

Henrico County on the outskirts. nfﬂ.mh
mond. In late September, at Chaffin's Farm
(Mew Market Heights), 4,400 hmimm

4..‘.'s_.~

Congress awarded them 14 ‘rhdal-nfﬂwﬁ
for their heroism in this barde, 0 00 1
Because Richmond was the focal [;lint
of the Federal war effort in the east, the
armies struggled on these and mrg.r nh.lfl_}*
fields with a ferocity and desperation rarely
seen in history, and more than 100,000 men
fell as casualties. Yer, history bhas all but ig-
nored Richmond's battlefields. The field of

|

| | 15,500

: ' 13,736
8.500

6, 667

6. 500

35,000
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Seven Pines, ane of the meat hattles in
American history, has been obliterated by
commercial development, as has Savage's

Station, Oak Grove and major portions of
Beaver Dam Creek and Bethesda Church.

The National Park Service protects merely
1,638 of the tens of thousands of acres con-
testad by the armies aroundl Richmond. Some

of these thousands of acres have been com<
pletely destroyed by development. Forever.
Thosethatsuwrvive exist und er the imminent
threat of obliteration

The Richmond Battlefields Association
seeks to fight for every remaining acre.

Founded early in 2001 by a group of
citizens, the RBA has asits goal to preserve
and protect the battlefields near Richmond
and to educate the public as to their impor]
tance. According to Julie Keick, president

of the RBA, this effort to preseq, _
Ric hmond’s bartlefielddis | ong overdue, Pre-
vioud generations have done good and
conscientious work in| saving historic grnllr-rl
at Antietam and Shilohand Gettysburg and
elsewhere,” she says, “but they did less well
at Richmond.* As examples, Brian C.
Pohanka/a member of the gronp’s board of
directors, cites the three really enormous

battles fought on the outskirts of the Con-

federate capital: Seven Pines, Gaines's Mill
and Cold Harbor] “Seven Pines,” he says,

“hadbeen destroyed fore ver by development
and the other two arealmost entirely unpro-
tected. " Others are gone,as well| “0ak Grove
sits under the runways of Richmond’s air-
port.” says board member William J. Miller,
“Savage’s Stationlies beneathInterstatefd,
and more of Beaver Dam Creek and
BethesdalChurch disappear every year.”

WANTl 1o HELP FRESERVE ovr NATION'S HERITAGE, riease smw sz ue.
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O $1000 Benetacior
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O $500 Pawvon

O $250 Sustainay Member

O $100 Active Memrber

O %35 Anmual Merber
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